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From the suffix -al and Latin criticus, from Ancient Greek kpitik6¢g (kritikos, “of or for judging, able to discern”) < kpivw (krino, “I separate, judge”), also the root of crisis). From Wiktionary View synonyms for criticalinclined to find fault or to judge with severity, often too readily.Parents who are too critical make their children anxious.Synonyms: carping, censorious, captious,
faultfindinginvolving criticism, or skillful judgment as to truth, merit, etc..The article provides a critical analysis of the Gulf War.Synonyms: precise, exact, judicious, discriminatingoccupied with or skilled in criticism.She was one of the great critical journalists of the 20th century.of or relating to critics or criticism, especially of literature, film, music, etc..Critical appreciation of this
author’s work has peaked in recent years.providing textual variants, proposed emendations, etc..The library has a new critical edition of Chaucer.of the nature of a crisis; threatening a seriously bad outcome; grave.There was a critical shortage of food.of decisive importance with respect to the outcome; crucial.The nation is facing a critical moment in its history.essential;
indispensable.Cocoa butter is a critical ingredient in chocolate.Medicine/Medical. having unstable and abnormal vital signs and other unfavorable indicators, as loss of appetite, poor mobility, or unconsciousness.The patient has been upgraded from critical to stable.Physics. pertaining to a state, value, or quantity at which one or more properties of a substance or system undergo a
change.The critical temperature of benzene is 289° C.(of fissionable material) having enough mass to sustain a chain reaction.They told us about a lab where some plutonium went critical.containing or making severe or negative judgmentscontaining careful or analytical evaluationsof or involving a critic or criticismof or forming a crisis; crucial; decisiveurgently neededcritical
medical suppliesinformal so seriously injured or ill as to be in danger of dyingphysics of, denoting, or concerned with a state in which the properties of a system undergo an abrupt change(of a nuclear power station or reactor) to reach a state in which a nuclear-fission chain reaction becomes self-sustaining“Collins English Dictionary — Complete & Unabridged” 2012 Digital Edition
© William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1979, 1986 © HarperCollins Publishers 1998, 2000, 2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2012critically adverbcriticality nouncriticalness nounanticritical adjectivenoncritical adjectivepseudocritical adjective'criticalness noun'critically adverbOrigin of criticallFirst recorded in 1580-90; critic + -al 1Examples have not been reviewed.The latest attacks
come at a critical time.Despite critical acclaim — winning an Academy Award for animated feature — “Soul” grossed just $121.9 million in worldwide theatrical revenue."With the Hundred, we were clear that a distinctly new approach was going to be critical to get to the next generation," he says.In a statement to The Times, Customs and Border Protection said videos “are missing
critical moments and don’t tell the whole story.”Following the loss of territory, the government in Kinshasa turned to the US for help, reportedly offering access to critical minerals.criticcritical angleBrowse#aabbccddeeffgghhiijjkkllmmnnooppqgrrssttuuvvwwxxyyzzAboutCareersContact usCookies, terms, & privacyHelpFollow usGet the Word of the Day every day!© 2025
Dictionary.com, LLC Also found in: Thesaurus, Medical, Financial, Acronyms, Idioms, Encyclopedia, Wikipedia.Related to critical: critical temperature, Critical Reasoning (kriti-kel)adj.1. Judging severely and finding fault: a writer who is very critical of the government's foreign policy.2. a. Relating to or characterized by criticism; reflecting careful analysis and judgment: a critical
appreciation of the filmmaker's work.b. Of, relating to, or characteristic of critics: a play that received great critical acclaim.c. Including scholarly commentary and interpretation: a critical edition of Poe's stories. 3. a. Forming or having the nature of a turning point; crucial or decisive: a critical point in the campaign. See Synonyms at decisive.b. Medicine Being or relating to a
grave physical condition, especially of a patient.c. Being in or verging on a state of crisis or emergency: a critical shortage of food.4. Extremely important or essential: a critical element of the plan; a second income that is critical to the family's well-being. See Synonyms at indispensable.5. Mathematics Of or relating to a point at which a curve has a horizontal tangent line, as at a
maximum or minimum.6. Chemistry & Physics Of or relating to the value of a measurement, such as temperature, at which an abrupt change in a quality, property, or state occurs: A critical temperature of water is 100°C, its boiling point at standard atmospheric pressure.7. Physics Capable of sustaining a nuclear chain reaction: The reactor has gone critical. American Heritage®
Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition. Copyright © 2016 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. (‘kritiksal) adjl. containing or making severe or negative judgments2. containing careful or analytical evaluations: a critical dissertation. 3. of or involving a critic or criticism4. of

or forming a crisis; crucial; decisive: a critical operation. 5. urgently needed: critical medical supplies. 6. (Medicine) informal so seriously injured or ill as to be in danger of dying7. (General Physics) physics of, denoting, or concerned with a state in which the properties of a system undergo an abrupt change: a critical temperature. 8. (Nuclear Physics) go critical (of a nuclear power
station or reactor) to reach a state in which a nuclear-fission chain reaction becomes self-sustainingCollins English Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged, 12th Edition 2014 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2009, 2011, 2014 ('krtt 1 kal) adj. 1. inclined to find fault or to judge severely. 2. occupied with or skilled in criticism. 3. involving or
requiring skillful judgment as to truth, merit, etc. 4. of or pertaining to critics or criticism: critical essays. 5. providing textual variants, proposed emendations, etc.: a critical edition of Chaucer. 6. caused by or constituting a crisis: a critical shortage of food. 7. of decisive importance; crucial. 8. of essential importance; indispensable: a critical ingredient. 9. (of a patient's condition)
having unstable and abnormal vital signs and one or more unfavorable indicators. 10. Physics. a. pertaining to a state, value, or quantity at which one or more properties of a substance or system change. b. of a quantity of fissionable material large enough to sustain a chain reaction. crit iecal’i*ty, crit'i*cal*ness, n. Random House Kernerman Webster's College Dictionary, © 2010 K
Dictionaries Ltd. Copyright 2005, 1997, 1991 by Random House, Inc. All rights reserved. - criticall. 'critic'Critic /'kritik/ is a noun. A critic is a person who writes reviews and gives opinions in newspapers or on television about books, films, music, or art.What did the New York critics have to say about the production?Most critics gave the play a good review.2. 'critical'Critical is an
adjective with several meanings.A critical approach to something involves examining and judging it carefully. When critical has this meaning, you use it only in front of a noun.I was planning a serious critical study of Shakespeare.If you are critical of someone or something, you show that you disapprove of them. When critical has this meaning, it can be used in front of a noun or
after a linking verb.She apologized for her critical remarks.His report is highly critical of the judge.If a person is critical or in a critical condition, they are seriously ill.Ten of the victims are said to be in a critical condition in hospital.Collins COBUILD English Usage © HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 2004, 2011, 2012 Adj.1.critical - marked by a tendency to find and call attention to
errors and flaws; "a critical attitude"unfavorable, unfavourable - not encouraging or approving or pleasing; "unfavorable conditions"; "an unfavorable comparison“ "unfavorable comments", "unfavorable impression"sarcastic - expressing or expressive of ridicule that woundsuncritical - not critical; not tending to find or call attention to errors; "a devoted and almost uncritical
admirer"2.critical - at or of a point at which a property or phenomenon suffers an abrupt change especially having enough mass to sustain a chain reaction; "a critical temperature of water is 100 degrees C--its boiling point at standard atmospheric pressure"; "critical mass"; "go critical"chemical science, chemistry - the science of matter; the branch of the natural sciences dealing
with the composition of substances and their properties and reactionsnoncritical - not critical; not at a point of abrupt change3.critical - characterized by careful evaluation and judgment; "a critical reading” "a critical dissertation"; "a critical analysis of Melville's writings"discerning - having or revealing keen insight and good judgment 'a discerning critic"; "a discerning
reader"scholarly - characteristic of scholars or scholarship; "scholarly pursuits"; "a scholarly treatise"; "a scholarly attitude"uncritical, noncritical - marked by disregard for critical standards or procedures; "news sources reflected uncritical estimates of the number of juvenile addicts"4.critical - urgently needed; absolutely necessary; "a critical element of the plan"; "critical medical
supplies"; "vital for a healthy society"; "of vital interest"indispensable - not to be dispensed with; essential; "foods indispensable to good nutrition"5.critical - forming or having the nature of a turning point or crisis; "a critical point in the campaign"; "the critical test' crucial important - of extreme importance; vital to the resolution of a crisis; "a crucial moment in his career"; "a
crucial election"; "a crucial issue for women"6.critical - being in or verging on a state of crisis or emergency; "a critical shortage of food"; "a critical illness"; "an illness at the critical stage"crucial, important - of extreme importance; vital to the resolution of a crisis; "a crucial moment in his career"; "a crucial election"; "a crucial issue for women"noncritical, noncrucial - not in a state
of crisis or emergency?7.critical - of or involving or characteristic of critics or criticism; "critical acclaim"Based on WordNet 3.0, Farlex clipart collection. © 2003-2012 Princeton University, Farlex Inc.adjectivel. crucial, decisive, momentous, deciding, pressing, serious, vital, psychological, urgent, all-important, pivotal, high-priority, now or never The incident happened at a critical
point in the campaign. crucial unimportant3. disparaging, disapproving, scathing, derogatory, nit-picking (informal), censorious, cavilling, fault-finding, captious, carping, niggling He has apologized for critical remarks he made about the referee. disparaging approving, complimentary, apprec1at1ve uncriticalCollins Thesaurus of the English Language - Complete and Unabridged
2nd Edition. 2002 © HarperCollins Publishers 1995, 2002adjective The American Heritage® Roget's Thesaurus. Copyright © 2013, 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. Published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. (55 «ssliii| (5285 ula3 /o JLm C_)Ju.)l.n.ulsl.la.?yl o¢ ezl solaslkritischtadelsiichtigbedenklichaifinnslusamuralvarlec
tvisynnsem felur i sér gagnrynikritisklivsviktigtekstkritiskkritikkusur bulucutenkit edip duranciddielestirel ['kritikal]A. AD]3. (= perilous, serious) [situation, state] — critico6. (= analytical) [person, reader, analysis] — criticoCollins Spanish Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 8th Edition 2005 © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1971, 1988 © HarperCollins Publishers 1992, 1993,
1996, 1997, 2000, 2003, 2005Collins English/French Electronic Resource. © HarperCollins Publishers 2005Collins German Dictionary - Complete and Unabridged 7th Edition 2005. © William Collins Sons & Co. Ltd. 1980 © HarperCollins Publishers 1991, 1997, 1999, 2004, 2005, 2007Collins Italian Dictionary 1st Edition © HarperCollins Publishers 1995 (‘'kritik) nounl. a person
who judges or comments on books, art etc. He is the book critic for the local newspaper. resensent, kritikus »8U kpuTuK critico kritik der/die Kritiker(in) anmelder; kritiker kp1tikdgcritico arvustaja i kriitikko Crithue'i i7an 00000, 0000000 kriticar (mi)birdld kritikus gagnrynandi critico #t5F2 7t kritikas kritikis pengkritik criticuskritiker, anmelderkrytyk asiio critico critic kpuTuk Kkrit
ocenjevalec kriti¢ar kritiker, recensent (000000000 elestirmen A% kpuTuk L, s ol nha phé binh L% , #IFR 2. a person who finds fault. His critics would say that he is unsuitable for the job. kritikus sUasW 23ais 28l KPUTHKAP critico kritik der/die Kritiker(in) kritiker kpitiigeritico kritiseerija xiiis {,SiungSs arvostelija détracteur/-trice Vj7an 000000000000 kriticar kritikus penc
R U9 3 A 7t kritikas, priekabus vertintojas kritikis pengkritlk criticus kritisk rest/person, dommerkrytyk asis critico critic kpurukan kritik kritik kriticar hacklare O00000000000 tenkitei birisi BHBIAIA KpUTURAH o> cus «ouz ess nguoi chi trich E#HSIHIA 'critical adjectivel. judging and analysing. He has written several critical works on Shakespeare kritiek, krities (LS5 solau] (5285
critico kriticky kritisch kritisk kprtikdgeritico arvustav ail ,$ais kriittinen critique mMij7a 00000000000 kriti¢an birald; kritikai kritis sem felur 1 sér gagnrynl critico #tFF® kritikos kritisks kritikal kritischkritiskkrytyczny SU das critico critic kputuueckuii kriticky kriticen kriticki kritisk J000000000000000000 elestirici, elestirel FF&mHRY kpuTHUHUY sxsis phé phan iS22, fault-finding.
be critical of his children. krities sUa3¥l y¢ ezl . solau)] KpuTHgen critico kriticky tadelsuchtig kritisk emgpitikéceritico, severo kriitiline jyel slasl {uS o5, moittiva critique m 72 O00-000 0000000 0000 kritican kritikus bersifat selalu mencela adfinnslusamur critico 5 LM  kritiSkas, kritiSkai nusistates kritizéjoSs mencari salah kr1tischkr1tiskkrytyczny s»olaul critico critic KpUTHYHETI
000000000000 kusur bulucu, tenkit edip duran MRERIER KpuTUYHUN o> e chi trich HEBIRY , F3KEY 3. of, at or having the nature of, a crisis; very serious. a critical shortage of food; After the accident, his condition was critical. kritieke toestand ,ua3 o5l .T,> KpuTndeH critico kriticky bedenklich kritisk KplO’l}lOCCI‘ltICO grave, serio vaga tosine oxiiS ol,& !l vakava critiquewnn 100
tezak véalsagos gawat alvarlegur; tv1synn critico fE#Y74: kritinis, kritiSkas, pavojingas kritisks genting kritiekavgjerende, kritisk, livsviktigkrytyczny s a3 .l critico critic kputuueckuit kriticky kriti¢en kriti¢an kritisk Q0000000000000 ciddi, kritik f&&# nepenomuwuit, Bupimansanit J;U . Jluiygais thudc thoi diém khé khan B 28 critically adverb kritiek, krities a5 SCR STV (a5lasf] &5
kriticky kritisch kritisk; afgerende xpiowa, emxpitir& criticamente, de manera/forma critica kriitiliselt «wl= g pu>9 Jslos vakavasti de fagon critique wiay 19182 0000000 000 00 kritiéno kritikusan; valsagos dllapotban secara kritis & gagnryninn hatt in maniera critica #t#I89I1C kritiSkai, pavojingai kritiski; kI‘ltlZQ]OSl dengan genting kritischkritisk, alvorlig, avgjerende, livstruende krytyCZJ
criticamente (in mod) critic kputuuecku kriticky kriti¢no kriti¢no kritiskt JO0000000000000000 elestirici bir sekilde; ciddi, agir 3t kpuruumo Juw sl sxas JJolxsl chi trich #it#It |, SKit ‘criticize, 'criticise (-saiz) verb2. to give an opinion of or judgement on a book etc. beoordeel, resenseer, afkeur LLS) »_a ;) ananusupam criticar recenzovat, kriticky posoudit kritisieren anmelde 1
una critica arvustama ¢»,S sl 2a arvostella faire la critique de n2ij7a ninnY 0000000000 000000 0000 suditi (meg)birdl menilai gagnrima fare la critica #tf¥9 % nagrinéti, vertinti izteikt spriedumu/domas memberi komen beoordelen, kritiserenskrive en tekstkritikk, anmelde recenzowac i _u»l criticar a Judeca critic kputukoBaTh kriticky posudit oceniti kritikovati kritisera JO000000; C
elestiride bulunmak P& kputukyBaTh s 0, il «US S phé binh i criticism noun kritiek, beoordeling, resensie »liu| .»85 kpuTHKa critica kritika, posudek die Kritik kritik kpitikfcritica arvustus as arvostelu critiquennijzxa 000000, 0000000 kritika (m()biralat, kritika kritik gagnryni critica #t5F kritika kritika kritikan kritiekkritikk; klagingkrytyka xa; critica criticd kputuka kritike
kritik 0000000000 elestirme, tenkit #t¥ kpuTHka; KpUTUYHMI PO3TIIAL xuii S phé binh #tiFKernerman English Multilingual Dictionary © 2006-2013 K Dictionaries Ltd. — %] kriticky kritisk kritisch kpiowpog critico kriittinen critique kritican critico EX7% 00 kritiek kritisk krytyczny critico kputrueckwuit kritisk JO000000000000000000 kritik then chot &E&KIMultilingual Translator ©
HarperCollins Publishers 2009a. critico-a; peligroso-a; __ condition — estado __, gravedad extrema. English-Spanish Medical Dictionary © Farlex 2012English-Spanish/Spanish-English Medical Dictionary Copyright © 2006 by The McGraw-Hill Companies, Inc. All rights reserved. Want to thank TFD for its existence? Tell a friend about us, add a link to this page, or visit the
webmaster's page for free fun content. Link to this page: With respect to critical difficulties and their solutions, the number and nature of the sources from which they may be drawn may be thus exhibited.But as the ultimate object of these papers is to determine clearly and fully the merits of this Constitution, and the expediency of adopting it, our plan cannot be complete without
taking a more critical and thorough survey of the work of the convention, without examining it on all its sides, comparing it in all its parts, and calculating its probable effects.At some critical juncture the resemblance is found to be perfect.The critical reader may possibly notice a tone of almost boisterous gayety in certain parts of these imaginary Confessions.Ruby Gillis was the
handsomest girl of the year at the Academy; in the Second Year classes Stella Maynard carried off the palm for beauty, with small but critical minority in favor of Anne Shirley.But these Socialist and Communist publications contain also a critical element.I believe I had no critical reserves in regard to them, but simply they did not take my fancy.For all which I shall not look on
myself as accountable to any court of critical jurisdiction whatever: for as I am, in reality, the founder of a new province of writing, so I am at liberty to make what laws I please therein.And here, in the beginning, permit me to say a few words in regard to a somewhat peculiar principle, which, whether rightfully or wrongfully, has always had its influence in my own critical estimate
of the poem.There may exist certain critical and tempestuous conjunctures of the State, in which a poll tax may become an inestimable resource.At the critical moment, the leader of an army acts like one who has climbed up a height and then kicks away the ladder behind him.But at this critical instant a sudden exclamation was heard that took every eye from the whale. 1 [more
critical; most critical] : expressing criticism or disapproval You're always so critical. They are often critical of the mayor's policies. [=they often criticize the mayor's policies] 2 : of or relating to the judgments of critics about books, movies, art, etc. The book received much critical acclaim. [=many critics said good things about the book] The movie was a critical success [=critics
liked the movie], but it didn't make much money. 3 : using or involving careful judgment about the good and bad parts of something The program presents a critical analysis of the government's strategies. She has a talent for critical thinking. We need to look at these proposed changes with a critical eye before we accept them. 4 [more critical; most critical] : extremely important
We have reached a critical phase of the experiment. It is absolutely critical [=vital, essential] for us to remain together. This is a matter of critical importance to the future of our country. 5 [more critical; most critical] medical : relating to or involving a great danger of death He suffered critical injuries in the accident. The patient is in critical condition. = The patient is critical.
[=the patient is very sick or injured and may die] a nurse who specializes in critical care [=the care of patients who are in critical condition] patients who are on the critical list — sometimes used figuratively a government program that is on the critical list [=that is in danger of failing or being eliminated] From Latin criticus + -al, from Ancient Greek kp1tikd¢ (kritikés, “of or for
judging, able to discern”), from kpivw (krino, “I separate, judge”); also the root of crisis. critical (comparative more critical, superlative most critical) Inclined to find fault or criticize. Synonyms: fastidious, captious, censorious, exacting A good teacher is fair but critical. Pertaining to, or indicating, a crisis or turning point. This is a critical moment. 1892, Walter Besant, “Prologue:
Who is Edmund Gray?”, in The Ivory Gate [...], New York, N.Y.: Harper & Brothers, [...], #/OCLC:Such a scandal as the prosecution of a brother for forgery—with a verdict of guilty—is a most truly horrible, deplorable, fatal thing. It takes the respectability out of a family perhaps at a critical moment, when the family is just assuming the robes of respectability: [...] it is a black spot
which all the soaps ever advertised could never wash off. Extremely important. Synonyms: crucial, imperative It's critical that you deliver this on time. 2013 September-October, Katie L. Burke, “In the News”, in American Scientist:Oxygen levels on Earth skyrocketed 2.4 billion years ago, when cyanobacteria evolved photosynthesis: [...] . The evolutionary precursor of

photosynthesis is still under debate, and a new study sheds light. The critical component of the photosynthetic system is the “water-oxidizing complex”, made up of manganese atoms and a calcium atom. 2018, VOA Learning English > China's Melting Glacier Brings Visitors, Adds to Climate Concerns[1]:Third Pole glaciers are critical to billions of people from Vietnam to
Afghanistan. Relating to criticism or careful analysis, such as literary or film criticism. The movie was a critical success, but bombed at the box-office. 2012 April 19, Alexandra Sifferlin, ““Healthy’ Foods that Really Aren’t: Nutritionists Weigh In”, in Time[2]:“Unless you are purchasing cereal from a health food store, many brands that are marketed as healthy are usually full of

sugar and processed ingredients,” says Garcia. So when you're choosing cereal, bread or any other whole-grain product, Garcia recommends reading labels with a critical eye. (medicine) Of a patient condition involving unstable vital signs and a prognosis that predicts the condition could worsen; or, a patient condition that requires urgent treatment in an intensive care or critical
care medical facility. Coordinate terms: fair, serious, stable The patient's condition is critical. (medicine, by extension) In such a condition. Two critical after fatal Wimbledon school crash Likely to go out of control if disturbed, that is, opposite of stable. The political situation was so critical that the government declared the state of siege. (physics) Of the point (in temperature,
reagent concentration etc.) where a nuclear or chemical reaction becomes self-sustaining. The reaction was about to become critical. (physics) Of a temperature that is equal to the temperature of the critical point of a substance, i.e. the temperature above which the substance cannot be liquefied. (botany) Needing great discrimination to be correctly classified; easily confused.
critical (plural criticals) A critical value, factor, etc. 1976, American Society of Mechanical Engineers, Journal of engineering for industry, volume 98, page 508:The second undamped system criticals show a greater percentage depression than the first. 2008, John J. Coyle, C. John Langley, Brian Gibson, Supply Chain Management: A Logistics Perspective, page 564:Finally, criticals
are high-risk, high-value items that give the final product a competitive advantage in the marketplace [...] Criticals, in part, determine the customer's ultimate cost of using the finished product — in our example, the computer. In breakdancing, a kind of airflare move in which the dancer hops from one hand to the other. critical on Wikipedia.Wikipedia Medical state on
Wikipedia.Wikipedia “critical”, in Webster’s Revised Unabridged Dictionary, Springfield, Mass.: G. & C. Merriam, 1913, -=OCLC. William Dwight Whitney, Benjamin E[li] Smith, editors (1911), “critical”, in The Century Dictionary [...], New York, N.Y.: The Century Co., =OCLC. “critical”, in OneLook Dictionary Search. CriticaladjectiveEtymology: from critick.1. Exact; nicely

judicious; accurate; diligent. It is submitted to the judgment of more critical ears, to direct and determine what is graceful and what is not. William Holder. Virgil was so critical in the rites of religion, that he would never have brought in such prayers as these, if they had not been agreeable to the Roman customs. Edward Stillingfleet.2. Relating to criticism; as, he wrote a critical
dissertation on the last play.3. Captious; inclined to find fault. What wouldst thou write of me, if thou shouldst praise me? ————— O, gentle lady, do not put me to’t;For I am nothing, if not critical. William Shakespeare, Othello.4. [from crisis.]Comprising the time at which a great event is determined. The moon is supposed to be measured by sevens, and the critical or decretory

days to be dependent on that number. Thomas Browne, Vulgar Errours, b. iv. c. 12. Opportunity is in respect to time, in some sense, as time is in respect to eternity: it is the small moment, the exact point, the critical minute, on which every good work so much depends. Thomas Sprat, Sermons. The people cannot but resent to see their apprehensions of the power of France, in so
critical a juncture, wholly laid aside. Jonathan Swift.




