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Replacing your RV awning can seem daunting, but with the right tools and guidance, you can do it yourself. Heres a comprehensive guide to help you through the process. Tools and Materials NeededNew RV awning fabric or replacement awningScrewdriver (flathead and Phillips)Wrench or socket setLadderAwning rail track tool (optional, depending
on the awning type)Helper (recommended for large awnings) Step 1: Prepare Your RVPark on a Level Surface: Ensure your RV is parked on a flat, stable surface to avoid any movement while you work.Gather Tools: Have all your tools and materials within reach to streamline the process. Step 2: Remove the Old AwningDetach the Awning: Start by
releasing any locking mechanisms or pins that hold the awning in place.Remove the Awning from the Mounting Bracket: Use a screwdriver to unscrew the bolts or screws that attach the awning to the mounting brackets on the RV. If your awning is spring-loaded, be cautious and follow specific instructions from the manufacturer.Slide Out the Awning
Fabric: Carefully slide the old fabric out of the roller. You may need a helper to hold the awning frame steady while you do this. Step 3: Prepare the New Awning FabricCheck Compatibility: Ensure that the new awning fabric is compatible with your existing awning frame and mechanism.Lay Out the New Fabric: Before installation, lay out the new
fabric to ensure there are no twists or kinks. Step 4: Install the New AwningFeed the New Fabric: Slide the new awning fabric into the roller tube. Make sure its aligned correctly, and the fabric is straight.Attach the Fabric to the Mounting Bracket: Securely attach the ends of the new fabric to the mounting brackets. Ensure everything is tight and
properly aligned.Reinstall the Awning Frame: If you removed the entire awning frame, lift it back into place and secure it to the mounting brackets. Use the screws you removed earlier to secure it. Step 5: Test the AwningUnroll the Awning: Slowly extend the new awning to ensure it rolls out smoothly. Make adjustments as necessary.Check for
Alignment: As you extend the awning, check that its aligned correctly and not binding against any parts of the RV. Step 6: Secure and Finish UpTighten All Screws and Bolts: Go through and tighten all the screws, bolts, and fasteners to ensure everything is secure.Clean Up: Remove any debris and tools from the work area, ensuring your RV is ready
for use. Tips for SuccessFollow Manufacturer Instructions: Always refer to the specific instructions provided by the awning manufacturer, as different models may have unique features or requirements.Have a Helper: Working with large awnings can be cumbersome, so having someone assist you can make the process smoother and safer.Be Cautious
of Springs: If your awning has a spring mechanism, be careful when handling it, as it can be under tension. ConclusionReplacing your RV awning can be a manageable DIY project if you follow the right steps and take your time. If you run into difficulties or have questions about the process, feel free to reach out to Custom-way for expert advice or
assistance. Enjoy your newly installed awning and happy camping! Replacing your RV awning might sound like a hefty task, but if youre a road warrior it is a weekend project well worth the effort. Whether your current awning is torn, faded, stained, or just ready for an upgrade, installing a new one will instantly transform your rig and make your next
adventure more comfortable. At Carefree, we know a lot about high-performance shade solutions. Our premium products are precision-engineered and designed to last. Use this step-by-step guide to install your replacement awning with confidence and find out why Carefree products are the perfect upgrade for wherever the road takes you. RV
awnings take a beating. UV exposure, wind, rain, and road debris can quickly turn a great shade into a saggy, ripped mess. Replacing your awning gives you the opportunity to upgrade your outdoor living space, improve your RV setup, and avoid further damage to the mechanical arms and attachments of your rig. Choosing the right replacement
fabric matters. A heavy-duty, UV-resistant awning like those from Carefree offers better protection from the elements, longer life, and smoother operation. When you install it yourself, you also save money and enjoy the satisfaction of doing it your way. Before you break out your ladder and toolbelt, its important to pick a replacement awning that
matches your RV model and lifestyle. Consider the fabric type, size, and use. Do you prefer manual or motorized operation? Are you looking for just shade or do you need water resistance too? Is seeing through the fabric important, or is opaque coverage preferred? No matter your preferences, Carefree awnings are made with high-performance
materials built for the long haul. Whats our biggest tip for DIY awning replacement? Measure, measure, measure. Dont guess the size you need. To get the perfect fit, measure from the center of one mounting arm to the center of the other. This measurement, not the fabric width, is what determines the size of your replacement awning. You will also
need to measure how far the awning extends (projection) and the diameter of the roller tube if you plan to reuse any of the mechanical components. While you dont need a full workshop to DIY your awning replacement, a few essential tools will go a long way. Power drill with multiple screwdriver bits Socket wrench set Tape measure Screwdriver or
angled screwdriver for hard to reach areas Safety goggles Work gloves Ladder A friend or family member Awnings can be awkward to handle. Having a second pair of hands on standby will make the replacement process safer, easier, and more enjoyable (if you call the right person!) Park your RV on a flat surface and engage the parking brake. Turn
off any connected power sources if your awning is motorized. Lay a padded surface or tarp beneath the awning to catch loose screws and protect hardware during removal. Detach the mounting brackets, remove the end caps, and slide the fabric off of the awning rail. Depending on the model of your existing awning, you may need to carefully unwind
the tension springs before removal. Slide your new awning fabric into the rail channel and reattach the roller tube if applicable. Secure the arms into their brackets and reconnect all hardware. For manual awnings, wind the tension springs back into place according to manufacturer instructions. If you are installing a motorized awning, double-check
that the wiring has been reconnected properly before you test the extension. When everything is reattached, extend and retract your new awning a few times to make sure it is rolling evenly and securely locking in place. Tighten any loose hardware and make final adjustments to the pitch or projection as needed. Once you are happy with the fit, clean
up and get ready to enjoy some well-earned time in the shade! A few simple habits will help your new awning last for many seasons: Always retract your awning during high wind or severe storms. Allow your fabric to dry completely before rolling it in. This will prevent mold and mildew. Clean regularly with mild soap and water or a recommended
commercial awning cleaner. Inspect the arms and fasteners a few times a year for rust, wear and tear. Replacing your awning is one of the most rewarding RV upgrades. With this guide and Carefree shade solutions, you can improve the comfort and style of your setup while showing off your DIY skills. Browse our collection of premium RV awnings or
reach out to our team or a dealer near you. Weve got you covered anyway the road goes! A power drill, screwdriver, socket set, and safety gear are the basics. You may also need a ladder and a friend to help hold the awning. Yes. If your frame is still in good condition, you can simply slide out the old fabric and install a new one. Most DIYers can
complete the project in two to three hours, depending on experience and whether youre installing a full kit or just the fabric. We recommend having at least one other person assist you. Awnings are long and awkward to handle alone, and a buddy helps keep things safe and steady. If you frequently camp in sunny, windy, or rainy environments, a
heavy-duty awning will provide better protection and durability over time. 1Purchase a replacement awning fabric. Start by measuring your awning from the inside of each cap. Afterward, head to a home hardware store and purchase an appropriately sized replacement fabric.[1]Use high-quality, heavyweight, tight-weave vinyl for the best
results.Check the manufacturer's instructions for fabric recommendations. 2Remove the main bolts that hold the top of the awning to the side of the RV. There should be 2 on each side of the awning4 in total. Use a cordless drill and bolt extractor tip that matches the size of your awning's bolts to remove each one.[2]If your awning legs extend to the
ground, don't worry about the awning falling offthe combination of spring tension in the roller tube and the legs attached to the base of the RV will hold it up.For awnings that fold into the side of the RV, keep a firm grip on the bracket at the left end of the roller tube to prevent the spring from unwinding. Advertisement 3Remove the 2 small screws
that prevent the fabric from sliding in the track. There should be 1 on each end of the awning?2 in total. Each screw is attached to the RV by the long, horizontal metal plate that holds the track and can be removed with an electric drill.[3]Use a screwdriver instead of an electric drill if you'd like.4Pop the awning arms out of their brackets and extend
them to the ground. Each bracket is located on the side of the RV at the lower end of the awning arms. Pull them outward away from the RV to pop them out. Afterward, extend them until they're both touching ground.[4]Pull the bottom of the awning arms down to the ground to extend them.On some RV models, you can arms upward against the RV
instead of to the ground.5Roll the awning out 1 foot (0.30m) from the RV. Start by flipping the control lever on the right side of the roller tube as though you're preparing to fully extend the awning. Now, use the awning rod to pull the roller tube out about 1 foot (0.30m) from the RV.[5]Check that both arms are resting on the ground so that the fabric
is unrolled about 1 foot (0.30m) from the awning. Advertisement 1Cover the upper awning brackets with electrical tape or masking tape. This will make sure they don't scratch the side of the RV. If your awning is really old, use a sharp edge to cut away the sealant that connects the fabric to the track.Be sure to apply tape before sliding the awning off
the RV.Scrape any debris from the inside of the track with a sharp edge.2Spread the end of the track with a flat blade screwdriver. Place it in between the 2 pieces of the track that hold the fabric inside. Now, apply downward pressure to the screwdriver to lever the pieces apart. This will ease the removal of the fabric.[6]Spread the end of the track to
about 2 to 3 inches (5.1 to 7.6cm) for the best results.3Pull the awning tube out of the track gently. Start by getting 2 helpers to hold the awning 3 to 4 inches (7.6 to 10.2cm) off the ground. Now, begin pulling the tube off the track to the front or rear of the RV. Afterward, walk the awning completely out until it's free.Before walking the awning out,
make sure you have plenty of room in front of or behind the RV.If the fabric is stuck in the track and difficult to slide, ask a third person on a ladder to continue pulling until it slides easier.If you don't have any helpers, elevate the awning legs with bricks.Set the awning tube down carefully when you're done. Advertisement 1Lock the rear spring of the
awning. There are 2 springs in the roller tubeone at each end. Lock the spring at the rearor leftside of the awning by removing the black plastic cap. Afterward, insert a Phillips head screwdriver and leave it in place.Don't remove the screwdriver from the rear spring.2Remove the right arm from the right bracket. Head to the frontor rightside spring,
release the tension, and remove it by loosening the bolt that holds the arm to the roller tube. Now, remove the bolt and the arm. Afterward, reinsert the bolt and put some tape on the bracket to protect it from getting scratched.[7]3Release the spring tension of the awning. Firmly plant the vice grips on the right awning leg's bracket. Keep a firm grip
on the vice grips and lift them slightly to release pressure from the awning control lever. Now, flip the lever to the "Rolled Up" position and carefully unroll the awning.[8]Be sure to count the exact number of rotations required to fully unwind the awning as you need to roll it up later.Remove the vice grips when you're done.4Mark the location of the
awning control lever using a felt marker. Always do this before removing the spring assembly from the right side of the roller tube. This allows you to reassemble the awning in the exact same spot.Don't use permanent marker!5Remove the rivet from the end cap. Drill one of the pop rivets that hold the end cap onto the roller tube using a cordless
drill. Now, remove the remainder of the rivet using your hammer and punch by hitting the top of the rivet as you hold the punch directly above it.[9]Always hold the punch perpendicular to the awning6Remove the remaining rivet. With one person at each end, rotate the roller tube so you can access the remaining pop rivet at the opposite side of the
endcap. Now, drill it and punch it out just like you did with the first one.7Slide off the right spring assembly. Once both rivets are removed, gently slide the entire right side's spring assembly out of the roller tube. Carefully set it aside on a clean surface when you're done.Double check that both rivets are removed before taking off the right spring
assembly.8Unwind the old awning fabric slowly to remove it. Lift the roller tube and unwind the old fabric one turn at a time until it's completely off the tube. For the best results, have a friend help.[10]Use a felt marker to make 2 marks on the roller tubea straight line to mark the channel that the main part of the awning goes into, and a V at the
channel that the decorative valance slides into.9Cut the fabric in 2 if it's stuck on the tube. Slide a razor knife through the fabric between the 2 channels that hold the valance and main awning. Now that the vinyl is cut into 2 separate pieces, each one will slide out of the rubber tube easily.[11]Skip this step if you can remove the fabric in one piece
without trouble. Advertisement 1Spray silicone lubricant into the channels. This will make it easier to slide the new fabric in. Hold the nozzle about 1 to 2 inches (2.5 to 5.1cm) from the channels and release your hand from the trigger every 1 to 2 seconds to avoid over-application.[12]Try to spray the lubricant evenly across each channel.2Slide the 2
beads into their channels. Note the marks on the roller tubethe beading on the main awning side goes into the track with the straight line, while the beading on the valance side goes into the channel with the V. Gently pull the end along the tube to simultaneously feed both beads into the channels.If possible, have 2 helpers hold the rolled up fabric off
the ground. Otherwise, place it onto 2 bricks to hold it up.3Center the fabric between the endcaps. Use a tape measure to make sure the fabric is perfectly centered between each cap. Don't proceed to the next step until the fabric is perfectly centered or it won't roll into the tube properly.[13]4Roll the new fabric onto the roller tube. Always roll the
fabric counterclockwise. Take your time and roll the fabric as evenly and smoothly as you can.[14]If you have 1 to 2 friends that can help with this step it will be a lot easier.5Reinsert the spring assembly into the end of the roller tube. Be sure to line up the awning control lever with the mark on the side of the tube. The rivet holes should also line up.
Now, use your pop riveter to replace the rivets in the end cap and securely fasten it to the roller tube.[15]6Retighten the spring assembly by rotating it counterclockwise. Attach your vice grips to the roller tube bracket and click the awning control level to the roll down position. Then, rotate the spring counterclockwise to retighten it. Count the same
number of rotations as when you removed the spring earlier.[16]Be sure to keep a tight hold on the vice grips.7Reattach the right awning arm to the roller tube. After the spring assembly is tightened, remove the protective tape from the right bracket and snap the support arm into place. Now, remove the Phillips screwdriver from the left side of the
roller tube and replace the black plastic track.8Place the roller tube onto the track and bolt the new awning into place. Reattach the 2 small screws that prevent the fabric from sliding. Now, reattach the main bolts2 on each side and 4 in totalusing a cordless drill with the proper bolt tip.[17]If your awning folds into the side of your RV, press in the
spring and grip the bracket at the left of the roller tube before attaching the bolts. Advertisement Ask a Question Advertisement Rivet gun and pop rivetsCordless drillVice gripsRazor knifeDrill bitsAllan wrench2 open-end wrenchesPhillips head screwdriverSilicone spray lubricantElectrical or masking tapeReplacement fabric This article was reviewed
by Jason Shackelford and by wikiHow staff writer, Amber Crain. Jason Shackelford is the Owner of Stingray Auto Repair, a family owned and operated auto repair shop with locations in Seattle and Redmond, Washington. He has over 24 years of experience in auto repair and services, and every single technician on Jasons team has more than 10 years
of experience. This article has been viewed 51,241 times. Co-authors: 7 Updated: February 7, 2025 Views:51,241 Categories: Recreational Vehicles PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 51,241 times. "I have bought an awning and it is totally helping me take it down." Share your story
gorvlifestyle.com and its partners may earn a commission if you purchase a product through one of our links Replacing an RV awning can give your RV a fresh new look and improve its functionality. Whether you need to replace the fabric, remove the roller tube, or replace the motor and supports, this guide will provide you with step-by-step
instructions on how to replace an RV awning on your own. Say goodbye to worn-out awnings and hello to a rejuvenated RV! Before we dive into the details, lets establish some key takeaways:Key Takeaways:Replacing an RV awning can be a DIY project that saves you time and money.Choose the right awning type and features for your RV.Follow
specific steps for replacing the fabric, roller tube, and motor and supports.Inspect other components while replacing the awning for potential issues.Follow best practices to ensure a successful replacement and avoid common mistakes.Now that we have our key takeaways, lets start by exploring how to choose the right awning for your RV in Section
2.Choosing the Right AwningBefore you start the replacement process, its important to choose the right awning for your RV. There are different types of awnings available, each with its own features and benefits.Main Types of RV AwningsManual crank awnings: These awnings are operated by a hand crank and are a popular choice for RV owners.
They are affordable and easy to use, making them ideal for those who prefer a manual option.Power awnings: Power awnings are controlled with the push of a button, making them convenient and effortless to operate. They offer quick deployment and retraction, providing shade and protection at your convenience.When choosing an RV awning,
consider the features that are most important to you:LED lighting: Some awnings come with built-in LED lights, allowing you to create a welcoming ambiance for outdoor gatherings in the evenings.Adjustable angles: Look for awnings that offer adjustable angles, so you can easily adapt to changing sun positions and maximize shade coverage
throughout the day.Size and length: Its crucial to choose an awning that matches the length and style of your current awning to ensure a seamless replacement.In the words of RV enthusiast Jane Smith, Choosing the right awning for your RV can greatly enhance your outdoor experience. Take your time to evaluate your needs and preferences before
making a decision.Comparison of RV Awning TypesAwning TypeOperationFeaturesManual crank awningHand crank Affordable Easy to use No need for power sourcePower awningPush-button control Convenient Quick deployment and retraction LED lighting availableSee also Who Makes Nexus RV? Uncover the Manufacturer!Choosing the right
awning is essential for a satisfying RV experience. Consider your preferences, features, and budget to make an informed decision.Replacing the FabricIf your RV awning fabric is worn or damaged, you can easily replace it yourself. Follow these step-by-step instructions to ensure a successful replacement:Start by extending the awning out and
securing the arms to prevent any unexpected movements.Next, remove the screws that hold the fabric to the top rail and roller tube. Be sure to keep these screws in a safe place for later use.Once the screws are removed, unroll the fabric from the tube. Take your time to carefully slide the fabric off the roller tube, making sure to avoid any
unnecessary tugging or tearing.Now its time to install the new fabric. Begin by sliding the new fabric onto the roller tube, ensuring that it is centered.After the new fabric is properly positioned on the roller tube, reinstall the screws that secure it to the top rail and roller tube. This will ensure that the fabric stays securely in place.Lastly, slide the
fabric back into the track on top of the RV. This will provide a neat and clean finish to your replacement process.With these simple steps, you can effortlessly replace your RV awning fabric and restore the charm and functionality of your outdoor space.Note: Always consult your RVs manufacturer guide for specific instructions related to your awning
model and type, as the replacement process may slightly vary.Removing and Installing the Roller Tubelf you need to remove the roller tube for a complete replacement or to access other components, follow these step-by-step instructions to ensure a smooth process.Step 1: Prepare the AwningStart by extending the awning out to its fully extended
position. This will give you better access to the roller tube. To prevent any movement during the removal process, secure the extending awning arms with zip ties.Step 2: Remove the Awning MaterialUsing a screwdriver or drill, remove the screws that hold the awning material in place. These screws are typically located on the top rail and the roller
tube. Be sure to keep track of the screws for reassembly.See also RV Roof Sealing Guide: Protect Your Home-on-WheelsStep 3: Lower the Roller TubeGently lower the roller tube until it reaches the ground. This will allow you to easily access the end cap and remove the old fabric. Carefully detach the end cap and set it aside for later.Step 4: Replace
the FabricUnroll the fabric from the old roller tube and slide the new fabric onto the roller tube. Make sure the fabric is aligned and centered properly. Once the new fabric is in place, reinstall the end cap securely.Step 5: Reattach the Roller TubeWith the new fabric in place, carefully lift and reattach the roller tube to the extending arms. Ensure that
the roller tube is securely fastened to avoid any issues during operation.Following these steps will guide you through the process of removing and installing the roller tube for your RV awning. Always refer to the manufacturers instructions for specific details and safety precautions.Replacing the Motor and SupportsIf your power awning motor or
supports need replacement, its crucial to follow the correct steps to ensure a smooth process. Properly functioning motor and supports are essential for the optimal operation and stability of your RV awning.To start, its essential to test the motor to determine if it genuinely requires replacement. Check for any unusual noises, lack of movement, or
signs of damage. If the motor is malfunctioning, consult the manufacturers instructions for removing and installing a new one. Following their guidance will ensure the motor replacement process is done correctly.Taking the time to carefully remove and install a new motor will help prevent further issues down the road and ensure your RV awning
functions efficiently for your future adventures.If the supports of your RV awning are bent or damaged, its possible to replace them individually without disassembling the entire awning system. This can be a helpful solution, especially if only specific supports are affected. However, exercise caution when working with hinged supports, as they can be
challenging to handle alone. If needed, dont hesitate to seek assistance from a friend or family member.Remember, safety is paramount when replacing the motor and supports of your RV awning. Ensure you have the necessary tools and equipment, follow the correct procedures, and take your time to avoid any accidents or damage. By prioritizing
proper maintenance and timely repairs, you can enjoy smooth and hassle-free RV awning operation for all your future outdoor journeys.Best Practices and Common MistakesWhen replacing your RV awning, its important to follow some best practices to ensure a smooth and successful replacement process. One of the first things you should do is have
a helper available. They can assist you in handling the awning and provide an extra set of eyes for safety and ease.See also Understanding What Is a Fifth Wheel RVAnother important tip is to use the correct tools and equipment for the job. This includes following the manufacturers instructions to ensure proper installation and avoid any potential
damage. Using the wrong tools can lead to costly mistakes and delays in the replacement process.During the awning replacement, take the opportunity to inspect other components, such as springs and hinges, for any signs of wear or potential issues. Its better to address any problems now rather than having to replace them separately later
on.Lastly, be mindful of common mistakes that can occur during the replacement process. One common mistake is not properly securing the fabric, which can lead to tears or the fabric coming loose during travel. Additionally, dont overlook the condition of other awning parts, as they may need to be replaced or repaired along with the awning
fabric.By following these tips and avoiding common mistakes, you can successfully replace your RV awning and enjoy the benefits of a fresh and functional awning that enhances your RV experience. When choosing an awning for your RV, consider the features you want, such as LED lighting and adjustable angles. Make sure to match the length and
style of your current awning for a seamless replacement.To replace the fabric on your RV awning, start by extending the awning out and securing the arms. Remove the screws that hold the fabric to the top rail and roller tube. Unroll the fabric from the tube and slide the new fabric onto the roller tube, making sure to center it. Reinstall the screws
and end cap, and then slide the fabric back into the track on top of the RV.To remove the roller tube on your RV awning for a complete replacement or to access other components, start by extending the awning out. Secure the extending awning arms with zip ties to prevent movement. Remove the screws that hold the awning material to the top rail
and roller tube. Lower the roller tube to the ground and remove the end cap. Unroll the fabric from the tube and slide the new fabric onto the roller tube. Reinstall the end cap and then reattach the roller tube to the extending arms.If you need to replace the motor or supports on your power awning, test the motor to determine if it needs replacing
and follow the manufacturers instructions for removing and installing a new motor. If the supports are bent or damaged, they can be replaced individually without disassembling the entire awning. Be cautious when working with hinged supports and seek assistance if needed.When replacing an RV awning, its best to have a helper for safety and ease.
Use the correct tools and follow the manufacturers instructions. Take the opportunity to inspect other components, such as springs and hinges, for potential issues. Avoid common mistakes such as not securing the fabric properly or overlooking the condition of other awning parts. Replacing an RV awning is one of those DIY projects that might seem
intimidating at first, but with the right instructions, tools, and preparation, its entirely achievable. Whether youre researching how to replace an RV awning, how to replace a RV awning, or even how to replace RV awning by yourself, this guide covers everything you need to know. Over time, RV awnings can deteriorate due to exposure to sun, wind,
rain, or snow. Tears in the fabric, bent arms, or mechanical failures in the roller system are all common reasons for replacing an RV awning. While you could pay a professional to do the job, that often comes with a hefty price tag. By learning how to replace RV awning by yourself, you can save hundreds of dollars and gain valuable knowledge about
your RVs components. This article walks you through every step, from assessing your current awning to the final installation and testing. Its built from real-world experience and technical know-how, so you can tackle replacing an RV awning with confidence. Before you start replacing an RV awning, gather the necessary tools and materials. Heres
what youll need: Tools: Cordless drill and drill bits Ratchet set and socket heads Phillips and flathead screwdrivers Utility knife Putty knife Measuring tape 10-foot step ladder Safety gloves Eye protection Materials: Replacement awning fabric or complete awning assembly Silicone spray (optional, for easier fabric installation) Screws and mounting
hardware (if not included with your new awning) Because of the size and weight of awnings, having a second person to help is crucial. Dont attempt how to replace an RV awning entirely soloits a two-person job for safety and efficiency. Replacing an RV awning Before diving into replacing an RV awning, determine what exactly needs to be replaced.
Is the fabric torn but the hardware intact? Or are the arms, roller, or motor (for electric awnings) damaged? Check for: Bent or cracked awning arms Broken or worn-out springs Damaged or corroded mounting brackets Tears or fading in the awning fabric Difficulty in extending or retracting the awning Steps: Extend your awning fully and inspect it
from end to end. Measure the awning width from the center of one arm to the center of the othernot the length of the fabric. Take note of the brand and model numberusually found on the hardware or inside the end caps. Take clear photos before disassembly. These will be helpful during reinstallation. This evaluation will help determine whether you
need just new fabric or a full assembly replacement. When it comes to how to replace an RV awning, safely removing the old unit is a critical step. Step-by-step: Fully extend the awning. Support the awning arms with ladders or sawhorses to prevent sudden drops. Remove the set screws and lag bolts from the wall brackets. Detach the awning from
the RV side with the help of your assistant. Lower the awning gently to the ground. Unscrew the awning rail (track mounted on the RV wall). Remove the awning fabric by sliding it out of the rail. Safety Tip: Always wear gloves and protective eyewear. Awning components can be under spring tension, and uncontrolled releases can be dangerous. If
youre only replacing the fabric, heres how to do it safely: Remove the end caps from the roller tube. Carefully unwind the spring tension (check manufacturer instructions). Slide out the old fabric from the rail and roller tube. Clean the roller tube and inspect it for rust or damage. Different brands may have unique locking mechanisms or tension
settings, so refer to your specific models manual for guidance. Understanding your replacement needs is key when learning how to replace RV awning by yourself. Types of RV Awnings: Manual Awnings: Less expensive, more mechanical. Electric Awnings: Easy to operate but more complex to install. Fabric Options: Vinyl: Waterproof, good for rainy
climates. Acrylic: Breathable, ideal for dry and sunny conditions. Things to Consider: Climate conditions Frequency of use Size compatibility Mounting requirements Price Ranges: Fabric-only replacement: $150$400 Full awning assembly: $500$2,000 Make sure the new awning matches the mounting bracket style and size of your old one. How to
replace a RV awning Now we get to the hands-on part of how to replace an RV awning. Steps: If replacing the rail, screw the new one into the RV using a level. Slide the new awning fabric into the rail. Attach the fabric to the roller tube. Mount the awning assembly to the RV side with brackets and lag bolts. Secure the awning arms and check
alignment. Re-tension the spring (for manual awnings) or reconnect wiring (for electric awnings). Follow all manufacturer instructions and use your reference photos from disassembly to ensure accuracy. For RVers replacing an RV awning fabric only: Spray silicone into the track to help the new fabric slide in. Insert the beaded edge of the fabric into
the rail and roller groove. Reassemble the end caps. Secure the fabric with retaining screws. Test tension and alignment. Take your time aligning the fabric properlywrinkles or misalignment can affect how smoothly the awning retracts. Once installed, test the awning to ensure it operates correctly. To Test: Extend and retract the awning 23 times.
Listen for grinding or popping noises. Make sure the awning opens evenly and the fabric rolls tightly. Check for sagging or slack in the fabric. If something seems off, adjust the arm brackets, re-tension the spring, or re-align the fabric. Apply lubricant to moving parts and make sure all bolts are tight before hitting the road. Maintenance Tips for Your
New Awning Once youve learned how to replace RV awning, ongoing maintenance will protect your investment: Tips: Clean the fabric with mild soap every season. Allow fabric to dry completely before rolling it up. Retract the awning during strong winds or storms. Inspect bolts and brackets for tightness monthly. Use UV-protective sprays for added
longevity. A little maintenance goes a long way in avoiding another replacing an RV awning project soon. Even after a successful install, issues may arise. Heres what to look out for: Common Problems: Uneven Extension: Check arm alignment. Difficult Retraction: Lubricate joints or adjust spring tension. Fabric Sagging: Re-tension springs or re-align
fabric. Loose Hardware: Tighten bolts and screws regularly. If problems persist, especially with electric awnings, it may be time to consult a professional. Learning how to replace an RV awning, how to replace a RV awning, or how to replace RV awning by yourself may seem daunting, but its a manageable DIY task that saves money and gives you
more control over your rig. By following this step-by-step guide, gathering the right tools, and taking necessary safety precautions, youll be well on your way to successfully replacing an RV awning and enjoying your next camping trip under a sturdy, reliable new shade. While replacing your RV awning is a great step toward better weather protection,
why stop there? Give your entire RV the shield it deserves with Custom Skirtingthe Nations #1 RV Skirting Solution. Designed and blueprint-tailored right on-site, our skirting fits like a glove and features our exclusive No-Snap, No-Gap channel system, sealing out wind, water, and snow better than anything else out there. Tested in the harshest
climates across North America, its the ultimate upgrade for full-timers and weekend warriors alike. Durable, easy to install, and always adventure-readyCustom Skirting protects your undercarriage, boosts insulation, and helps you camp in comfort no matter the season. Dont settle for partial protectioncomplete your DIY upgrade today with Custom
Skirting built for the road ahead! Replacing your RV awning can be a simple DIY project when you have clear instructions and the right tools. In this post, you will get detailed instructions on how to replace RV awning fabric, repair the awning, and install a new awning without compromising safety. This guide covers the entire awning replacement
process, from removing the old vinyl or fabric to mounting the new awning assembly. If your RV awning has seen wear and tear, mildew, or damage from UV exposure, its time to replace the fabric. Here is everything you need to knowright up front.Youll need basic tools such as a heavy-duty screwdriver, socket wrench, and utility knife. You may also
want a silicone spray and weatherproof sealant to protect your awning and reinforce its seams. Whether you have a manual awning or an electric awning, these detailed instructions will help you easily replace the awning fabric and ensure that your camper stays shaded and safe during outdoor adventures.Before you start the repair, gather your kit
with all the replacement parts including new fabric, vinyl, and an awning rail. You can find many videos on the world on YouTube that show a step by step awning replacement transcript. This guide is written like a conversation with a friendly neighbor who knows exactly how to install a new awning on an RV, motorhome, or trailer.Begin by collecting
all necessary tools and materials. Youll need a new awning that fits your RV model along with replacement fabric designed for camper awnings. Check that the replacement fabric and vinyl are high-quality so that your awning can withstand harsh weather conditions.Youll need:A heavy-duty screwdriver and a flat-head screwdriver to remove screws.A
socket wrench set and drill for removing the mounting bracket and awning rail.A utility knife to cut the new awning fabric if needed.Silicone and weatherproof sealant to protect the seams and edges.Replacement parts such as a new awning rail, brackets, and possibly a replacement kit for motorize features.Gloves, goggles, and a ladder to work
safely when installing the new awning.These tools help you easily replace the RV awning fabric and make the entire process smooth and efficient. Using a kit can also ensure that every piece of awning parts is compatible with your tough top awning or patio awning setup.Your safety is important. Before you remove the old awning, ensure that you
disconnect any power supply if you have an electric awning. This minimizes any injury incurred as a result of accidental activation. Always work on a flat, stable surface like the RV roof or siding, and use a sturdy ladder.Wear protective gear such as gloves and goggles during the installation. Regular cleaning of the mounting areas helps prevent
debris buildup and makes the installation smoother. If you are repairing the awning on a motorhome or trailer, follow the manufacturers manual to ensure that the installation meets warranty requirements and withstands various weather conditions.Taking these precautions means that you will not only protect your RV awning but also keep yourself
safe while replacing the fabric. This advice applies whether youre repairing a manual awning or a motorized one.Inspect the current awning for any signs of wear and tear. Check the awning fabric, seams, and the vinyl for any mildew or UV damage. Look over the awning rail and bracket to see if they are loose or have rust. If you see any issues, mark
them as you prepare to remove the awning.Review the detailed instructions in your RVs manual. The manual provides specifics on the awning assembly, mounting, and the proper way to secure the replacement parts. Its a good idea to upload original content from a trusted video on the world on YouTube if you need a visual transcript. This helps you
know exactly what to expect during the installation.After inspecting, clean the mounting surfaces with a damp cloth and remove any debris. Apply a thin layer of silicone or sealant to the awning rail. This extra step helps reinforce the bracket and ensures a secure installation of your new awning fabric.Start by switching off any power if you have an
electric awning. Then, use your heavy-duty screwdriver and socket wrench to remove the screws and bolts that secure the old awning to the RV roof. Carefully detach the awning assembly and set it aside.If the old awning fabric is attached with a vinyl seam, use a utility knife to cut it free. Be careful not to damage the mounting bracket or the awning
rail during removal. Once the old fabric is off, inspect the mounting points for rust or damage. A quick awning repair might be necessary if you notice any wear on the bracket or rail.Keep all the screws and small parts in a safe place. You may need them for installing the new awning. If your RV awning has been used a few times, the screws might be
worn out. In that case, replace them with new hardware. This step ensures that your installation will be secure and safe for future outdoor adventures.Now its time to install the new awning. Position the new awning on the RV roof and align it with the existing mounting bracket and awning rail. Make sure the new fabric fits correctly without any
sagging or creases. A well-fitted replacement fabric ensures that the awning will provide proper shade and protection from UV rays.Secure the new awning with the screws and bolts you set aside. Tighten them firmly but do not overtighten, as this could damage the bracket or the fabric. If your awning is electric, carefully reconnect the wiring as
instructed by the manufacturer. Use silicone spray on the electrical contacts if needed to prevent corrosion.For a proper installation, apply a bead of high-quality silicone sealant along the edges where the new fabric meets the awning rail. This not only protects against moisture but also reinforces the seam. It is essential to follow the step by step
transcript from reliable videos and community posts to ensure you install the awning correctly.After mounting the new awning, test it immediately. Extend the awning to see if it opens smoothly and retracts without a hitch. If you notice any resistance, check the awning rail and bracket for proper alignment. A brief test run will help you spot any
problems before you camp.Spray some water near the mounting area to check for leaks. The silicone sealant should hold, keeping water out. If there are any drips, add extra sealant along the seam. A quick awning repair now saves you from roof repair later.Make any necessary adjustments to the screws or the bracket. Ensure that the new awning
fabric is tight and without sag. Reinforce any loose sections with additional silicone spray. This final check guarantees that your RV awning is ready for outdoor use and will last long.Proper maintenance extends the lifespan of your awning. Regular cleaning of the awning fabric and vinyl is crucial. Wipe down the fabric with mild soap and water. Rinse
it well and let it dry completely before rolling it up or retracting it. This prevents mildew and keeps the awning looking new.Inspect the awning rails and mounting brackets every few months. Look for any signs of wear, rust, or loose screws. A routine check helps you know when to repair or replace the fabric. Using a silicone spray on the metal parts
can protect against corrosion and extend the awnings life.If you often use your awning outdoors, especially in harsh weather conditions, consider scheduling a regular maintenance check. A little effort now can save you from an improper installation or expensive repair later on. The advice here works well for camper awnings, patio awnings, and even
tough top awnings.Your RV awning needs special care during different seasons. In the summer, when you camp outdoors, your awning provides valuable shade from the sun. However, constant exposure to UV rays can wear out the awning fabric over time. Regular cleaning and reapplication of silicone spray can help protect it.In the winter or during
off-season months, you might choose to store the awning. Remove the awning carefully, clean it thoroughly, and roll it up with care. Use a protective cover or cloth to prevent debris from damaging the fabric. Proper storage is crucial for replacement awning fabric to last until the next outdoor adventure.When you store the awning, make sure it is
completely dry to avoid mildew. A dry and clean awning is much easier to reinstall. Follow these seasonal instructions to keep your awning in top condition year after year.Even with the best installation, you might face a few issues with your RV awning. Here are some common problems and simple fixes.If the new awning fabric does not extend
smoothly, check the awning rail. Loose screws or misaligned brackets are often the culprit. Tighten the screws with a screwdriver and adjust the rail to make sure everything is secure.If you spot a leak near the mounting area, it might be due to an improper seal. Apply extra silicone along the seam and let it cure. This repair is an easy fix that protects
your RV roof from water damage.For any issues with the electric awning, such as a motor not working, double-check the wiring. Follow the detailed instructions from the manufacturer. Sometimes a quick awning repair involves replacing a damaged wire or reconnecting loose terminals. These fixes ensure that the awning retracts and extends
properly every time.If the awning fabric shows signs of wear, such as a tear or mildew, consider replacing the fabric. Many replacement kits come with new vinyl or acrylic fabric designed for outdoor use. The replacement fabric is engineered to withstand harsh weather without compromising durability.Sometimes you might want to upgrade your RV
awning. New models come with advanced features, such as motorized operation and improved weather resistance. Upgrading can also mean replacing the fabric with a new type that offers better UV protection and longer lifespan.Before upgrading, check your RV manual to ensure the new awning is compatible with your mounting bracket and rail.
Compare the dimensions of your current camper awning with the new model. Many tutorials on the world on YouTube show a step by step guide to replacing RV awning fabric and installing the new awning.If you decide to upgrade, gather all the necessary awning parts including a new fabric, replacement kit, and any additional brackets required.
This process is much like a standard repair but with added benefits. The improved design may even come with an extended warranty, providing extra peace of mind.Replacing an awning is an investment in your RV. Costs can vary widely based on the type of fabric and whether you opt for an electric or manual awning. Basic vinyl or acrylic fabric is
more affordable, while high-quality replacement fabric may cost a bit more but lasts longer under harsh weather conditions.Aside from the fabric itself, consider the cost of additional parts like new screws, brackets, and a mounting kit. Sometimes you can find an awning repair kit that includes everything needed for a complete replacement. Review
several options online, check affiliate links, and compare prices from reputable sources.Budgeting for your RV awning replacement also means considering future maintenance. Regular cleaning and a bit of silicone spray go a long way to protect your investment. Planning your expenses helps you know when its time to replace or repair parts of your
awning assembly. This planning ensures that you can camp safely and comfortably without unexpected costs.Most RV owners can handle awning replacement as a DIY project. However, if the process seems too heavy or if you have an electric awning with complex wiring, consider working with a professional. A professional awning repair service can
help you replace the fabric and install the new awning safely.A professional can check the mounting brackets, rails, and electrical components to make sure everything is in line with the manufacturers warranty. If you have any concerns about injury incurred as a result of improper installation, hiring someone with experience can offer peace of mind.
Remember, asking for help when you need it is a smart move.Many RV owners share their experiences with awning replacement online. Some have had to replace the fabric multiple times due to UV damage or wear and tear. Others have upgraded to a tough top awning or motorized awning for ease of use. These stories help you understand the
common challenges and practical solutions.One camper shared that after replacing RV awning fabric, the new vinyl with a silicone seal held up well against heavy rain. Another posted a detailed transcript of their awning assembly on a popular forum. These firsthand accounts help you know exactly what to expect when replacing the entire awning or
just the fabric.Real-life tips also cover how to protect your awning rail and bracket from rust, how to use a utility knife safely, and how to reapply silicone to reinforce the seam. These insights from fellow RV enthusiasts are invaluable when you plan to repair and upgrade your awning.The RV community is full of helpful tips and step by step awning
repair instructions. Whether you join online forums or follow channels on the world on YouTube, you can get advice from those who have replaced RV awning fabric multiple times. Community posts often include videos, detailed transcripts, and even original content uploads that show every step of the installation.Sharing your experiences helps
others who might need to replace or repair their awnings. Many forums also discuss how to protect your awning from weather conditions, extend its lifespan, and properly store the fabric when not in use. This ongoing conversation makes it easier to troubleshoot any problems that may arise after installation.You can replace RV awning fabric yourself
if you have the basic tools and follow detailed instructions. If the electric awning wiring or the mounting seems complex, getting professional help can reduce the risk of injury incurred as a result of improper installation.Start by checking your RV manual. Look for the dimensions and mounting style. Ensure the new fabric is made of high-quality vinyl
or acrylic that can withstand UV rays and weather conditions. Compare with replacement kits from brands like Lippert or Solera.Always work on a stable, flat surface. Disconnect any power to your electric awning and wear gloves and goggles. Use a sturdy ladder and ask for help if the awning is heavy. Follow each step to protect your awning rail and
bracket.The process can take a few hours to a full day, depending on the complexity of your RV awning and how often you use it. Detailed instructions and a good plan help speed up the installation without compromising quality.If you have an electric awning, follow the manufacturers wiring instructions carefully. Reconnect the wiring after you
mount the new awning fabric, and use silicone spray to keep the contacts clean. If in doubt, ask for help from someone with experience.Apply a bead of silicone sealant along the seams where the new fabric meets the rail. Test by extending the awning and spraying water on the installation area. If you see any drips, add more sealant until the leak
stops.Yes, many RV owners upgrade to a new awning with additional benefits like motorized extension and improved durability. Make sure the new awning fits your RVs mounting system and wiring. Many YouTube videos provide a transcript of the awning installation process to help with this decision.Do not skip safety steps such as disconnecting
power or wearing protective gear. Avoid over-tightening screws, which can damage the bracket or fabric. Make sure you use a high-quality utility knife and silicone to protect the seams. Follow each instruction carefully to avoid the need for further repair.Wipe down the awning with mild soap and water. Rinse and let it dry completely to prevent
mildew. Regular cleaning helps protect your RV awning from UV damage and keeps the fabric in top shape for outdoor adventures.If you see tears or mildew, use an awning repair kit to fix small areas. For larger damage, it may be time to replace the entire awning fabric. Replacement kits often come with new fabric and detailed instructions to help
you with the repair.It is a good idea to check your RV awning every few months. Look for loose screws, rust on the awning rail, and wear on the fabric. Regular inspections help you know exactly when the awning needs maintenance or repair.Many of the steps here work for camper awnings and patio awnings. The basic principles of cleaning, securing
the mounting, and sealing with silicone remain the same. This guide gives you detailed instructions to help with awning assembly in various settings.A replacement kit includes new fabric, mounting brackets, and sometimes even extra screws and sealant. This kit makes it easier to replace RV awning fabric without searching for each part separately.
It is an affordable way to ensure your awning lasts longer.Replacing an awning on your RV does not have to be hard. With the right tools and detailed instructions, you can install a new awning that protects you from the sun and harsh weather. This guide has walked you through each stepfrom removing the old fabric to installing a replacement and
ensuring the awning is secure. Whether you are working on a motorhome, trailer, or camper, these tips help you easily replace RV awning fabric and extend its lifespan.Your awning is an important part of your outdoor setup. It gives you shade and protects you during your camp adventures. Regular cleaning, proper maintenance, and timely repairs
help keep it in good shape. Enjoy the process of upgrading your awning and make sure to share your progress with other RV enthusiasts online. This way, you contribute to the community and learn even more about protecting your awning from wear and tear.Take your time, follow the step by step instructions, and soon your new awning will be in
placeready to provide you with reliable shade and comfort for all your outdoor adventures. Happy repairing and safe camping in 2025!
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