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Two	years	ago	one	of	my	oldest	daughter's	friends	asked	what	her	father	did	for	a	living.	"He	listens	to	records	in	his	office,"	she	confidently	replied.This	was	not	quite	an	exhaustive	description	of	my	duties.	From	her	vantage	point	as	a	toddler,	she	could	not	distinguish	between	the	physical	space	and	the	job	usually	performed	in	it.	She	might	just	as
easily	have	gotten	the	impression	that	I	am	a	professional	viewer	of	Skip	and	Shannon	Undisputed.How	do	I	make	my	living,	though?	If	I	were	asked	to	give	a	succinct	description	of	my	work	(for	that,	believe	it	or	not,	is	what	writing	four	or	five	days	a	week	is)	I	would	say	that	I	am	an	entertainer	and	that	journalism	is	simply	a	form	of	mass
entertainment,	like	Hollywood	or	Major	League	Baseball,	albeit	one	with	somewhat	lower	average	earnings	potential.	My	job	is	to	write	things	that	please	readers,	to	amuse,	to	clarify	an	inchoate	feeling,	to	elucidate	a	vexed	question,	and	at	least	occasionally,	I	hope,	to	inspire	laughter	with	800	or	so	words.	Broadway	it	ain't.	But	odder	things	have
been	called	fun.	Escape	your	echo	chamber.	Get	the	facts	behind	the	news,	plus	analysis	from	multiple	perspectives.	From	our	morning	news	briefing	to	a	weekly	Good	News	Newsletter,	get	the	best	of	The	Week	delivered	directly	to	your	inbox.From	our	morning	news	briefing	to	a	weekly	Good	News	Newsletter,	get	the	best	of	The	Week	delivered
directly	to	your	inbox.I	offer	this	definition	in	deliberate	contrast	to	the	prevailing	one,	which	involves	a	kind	of	hypothetical	constitutional	role	for	the	free	press	in	helping	some	equally	imaginary	informed	citizenry	to	think	through	the	great	prudential	questions	of	our	age.	If	I	believed	that	this	is	how	journalism,	especially	opinion	journalism,	really
works,	I	would	have	resigned	years	ago	in	horror	at	the	idea	that	I	had	been	assigned	any	role,	even	an	impossibly	benighted	one,	in	shaping	the	destiny	of	the	American	republic.Which	of	these	is	closer	to	the	truth?	My	instinct	is	that	to	say	that	while	there	is	something	to	both	definitions,	the	conditions	under	which	the	latter	obtain	are	rare	even	for
the	most	talented	writers.	(Did	H.L.	Mencken	change	the	public's	mind	about	a	single	question?)	But	even	if	they	were	combined,	in	full	knowledge	that	aiming	high	is	no	guarantee	of	even	hitting	the	rim,	they	would	form	only	a	partial	interpretation	at	best	an	attempt	to	prescribe	what,	under	something	like	ideal	conditions,	a	columnist's	job	might
involve.	If	I	were	asked	instead	to	give	a	descriptive	rather	than	a	prescriptive	account	of	the	opinion-having	business,	to	say	what	it	looks	like	in	practice	as	opposed	to	what	it	ought	to	be,	my	response	would	be	that	I	am	here	to	elicit	your	outrage.This	admittedly	rather	sordid	activity	can	take	two	basic	forms.	The	first	involves	writing	things	that
call	attention	to	real	or	perceived	injustices,	which	gives	rise	to	what	readers	will	fondly	suppose	is	righteous	anger.	The	second	requires	me	to	write	more	or	less	the	same	piece	and	wait	for	it	to	reach	a	very	different	set	of	readers,	who	become	indignant	because	they	are	as	convinced	of	my	fecklessness	and	ignorance	as	the	others	are	of	my
sagacity.	Because	I	write	on	the	internet,	both	kinds	of	readers	share	what	I	have	said	with	others	on	social	media,	who	either	agree	or	disagree	with	their	implicit	assessment	of	my	mental	(and	no	doubt	spiritual)	capabilities,	which	in	turn	gives	rise	to	another	round	of	recriminations.	Rinse	and	repeat.I	am	happy	to	admit	that	the	first	two	accounts
of	opinion	writing	are	somewhat	pollyannish.	But	I	think	that	the	third	one,	which	best	describes	the	actual	opinion	journalism	that	exists	in	this	country	right	now	and	the	means	by	which	we	are	conditioned	to	respond	to	it,	is	actively	dangerous,	so	dangerous	that	it	is	ultimately	incompatible	with	the	ends	presupposed	by	either	of	the	former
accounts	and,	in	the	long	run,	with	democratic	self-government	itself,	and	the	various	accounts	of	"the	good	life"	apparently	guaranteed	by	such	a	system.This	is	true	for	two	related	reasons.	The	first	is	that	a	society	that	has	made	outrage	its	primary	mode	of	communication	is	incapable	of	being	entertained,	moved,	or,	perhaps	worst	of	all,	teased.
(This	reality	is	not	immediately	obvious,	least	of	all	to	the	outraged	themselves,	who	mistake	the	dopamine	hit	of	a	fave	for	all	of	the	aforementioned	feelings.)	The	second	is	that	those	questions	about	taxation,	infrastructure,	the	provision	of	medical	care,	the	environment,	foreign	policy	that	a	free	press	is	meant	to	help	adjudicate	have	a	tendency	to
disappear	from	view,	unmissed,	while	I	issue	my	fourth	superlative	in	as	many	hundred	words	about	a	politician's	unimportant	speech	and	you	and	your	former	coworker	argue	about	whose	basic	fitness	for	the	human	race	is	called	into	question	by	his	attitude	toward	what	I	have	written	(and	will	forget	about	tomorrow).There	is	a	very	real	sense	in
which	this	transformation	has	already	taken	place.	The	underlying	structural	realities	in	American	society	are	remarkably	impervious	to	change,	and	increasingly	the	only	important	question,	I	think,	is	how	soon	it	will	be	before	both	of	our	major	political	parties	decide	that	a	basic	income	scheme	will	absolve	them	of	their	responsibilities.	Certainly	it
is	difficult	to	imagine	a	world	in	which	the	share	prices	of	various	corporations	do	not	continue	to	increase	at	an	acceptable	rate,	in	which	we	do	not	continue	to	purchase	cheap	consumer	goods	made	by	wage	slaves	and	a	dizzying	number	of	"services,"	in	which,	in	addition	to	not	taking	drugs	or	spending	billions	of	collective	hours	enjoying	various
crass	forms	of	entertainment,	we	do	not	occasionally	indulge	in	what	amounts	to	gossip	about	insignificant	events	that	we	dignify	with	the	name	of	"politics."	In	this	country	as	it	is	likely	to	exist	for	the	foreseeable	future	the	actual	underlying	objects	of	opinion	columns	the	unlikely	passage	of	certain	pieces	of	legislation,	the	umpteenth	development	in
the	latest	meta-scandal	become	irrelevant	except	insofar	as	they	allow	the	rest	of	the	machine	to	function.	They	are	a	means	to	an	end,	like	the	horses	in	a	numbers	racket.In	saying	the	above,	I	realize	that	I	am	inviting	all	of	those	things	that	I	have	apparently	taken	such	pains	to	decry.	While	some	of	you	are	nodding	along	at	the	folly	of	your	fellow
indiscriminate	partakers	at	the	outrage	banquet,	others	are	no	doubt	already	taking	offense	at	what	you	have	decided	is	my	unwarranted	implication	that	you,	somehow	uniquely,	are	susceptible	to	this	pattern.	There	is	probably	no	better	illustration	of	the	futility	of	this	endeavor.	(Actually	there	is:	in	the	time	it	took	me	to	compose	the	above
paragraphs,	Hasbro's	decision	to	replace	Mr.	and	Mrs.	Potato	Head	with	an	intersex	vegetable	companion	for	toddlers	occasioned	dozens	of	articles	and	goodness	knows	how	many	hundreds	of	thousands	of	words	on	social	media	before	the	company	announced	that	nothing	of	the	kind	was	taking	place.	This	was	greeted	by	some	social	conservatives
as	one	of	their	greatest	victories	in	recent	years.)But	it	is	precisely	by	acknowledging	such	difficulties	that	I	hope	we	can	forestall	some	of	the	worst	consequences	of	our	present	situation.	There	are,	as	far	as	I	can	tell,	two	things	that	must	change.	Opinion	columnists	must	write	with	some	end	in	mind	that	is	not	outrage,	including	that	of	the	shared
variety,	which	will	mean	ignoring	a	great	deal	of	that	which	seems	genuinely	to	demand	it.	Readers,	meanwhile,	must	respond	to	what	the	former	have	written,	if	at	all,	with	carefully	considered,	good-faith	criticism	or	a	simple	shake	of	the	head.	(For	either	of	these	to	take	place,	social	media	will	very	likely	have	to	play	a	role	in	journalism	very
different	from	its	present	one,	in	which	it	exists	primarily	as	both	the	source	of	and	the	destination	for	so	much	of	our	pointless	anger.)And	finally,	there	must	be	some	space,	perhaps	one	far	away	from	the	internet	(or	at	least	the	internet	as	it	is	currently	conceived)	in	which	there	is	simply	no	room	for	outrage	of	any	kind.	There	must	be	some	way	of
writing	and	some	attitude	toward	what	used	to	be	called	"the	reading	life"	that	keeps	old	hacks	like	this	one	gainfully	employed	and	readers	like	you	satisfied	with	what	you	have	(hopefully)	paid	for	that	does	not	leave	you	and	me	and	the	rest	of	the	country	looking	for	meaning	in	the	emptiness	of	an	all-consuming	object-less	wrath.	Instead,	we	must
find	a	way	to	share	what	we	think	for	it	must	ultimately	be	a	two-way	street	about	presidents	and	senators	and	HHS	bureaucrats	and	policies	and	campaigns	that	allows	us	to	remember	that	(in	the	words	with	which	I	always	intended	to	end	my	last	regular	column	for	this	website)	"we	must	love	one	another	or	die."	Opinion	pieces	and	editorials	play	a
crucial	role	in	journalism,	offering	writers	a	platform	to	express	their	perspectives	and	influence	public	opinion.	These	forms	of	writing	allow	individuals	to	delve	into	a	range	of	topics,	from	politics	and	social	issues	to	entertainment	and	culture.	Whether	you	aspire	to	become	a	journalist,	a	columnist,	or	simply	want	to	enhance	your	writing	skills,	this
comprehensive	guide	will	provide	you	with	the	necessary	tools	to	craft	compelling	opinion	pieces	and	editorials.	The	first	step	in	writing	an	impactful	opinion	piece	or	editorial	is	selecting	a	topic	that	is	both	relevant	and	interesting.	Consider	current	events,	trending	topics,	or	issues	that	you	are	passionate	about.	Its	essential	to	choose	a	subject	that
will	captivate	your	readers	and	spark	their	curiosity.	Before	you	start	writing,	its	crucial	to	gather	as	much	information	as	possible	about	your	chosen	topic.	Conduct	thorough	research	from	reliable	sources,	such	as	reputable	news	outlets,	academic	journals,	and	expert	opinions.	This	will	help	you	build	a	strong	foundation	for	your	argument	and
ensure	your	piece	is	well-informed.	While	writing	an	opinion	piece,	its	important	to	acknowledge	and	understand	various	perspectives	on	the	topic.	This	will	help	you	present	a	balanced	argument	and	avoid	appearing	biased.	Analyze	different	viewpoints,	gather	supporting	evidence,	and	consider	counterarguments	to	strengthen	your	piece.	A	strong
thesis	statement	is	the	backbone	of	any	opinion	piece	or	editorial.	It	should	clearly	state	your	main	argument	and	provide	a	roadmap	for	the	rest	of	your	article.	Craft	a	thesis	that	is	concise,	persuasive,	and	captures	the	essence	of	your	viewpoint.	To	ensure	your	opinion	piece	or	editorial	flows	smoothly,	follow	a	logical	structure.	Start	with	an
attention-grabbing	introduction	that	hooks	the	reader	and	provides	context	for	your	argument.	Then,	develop	your	points	in	the	body	paragraphs,	providing	evidence	and	examples	to	support	your	claims.	Finally,	conclude	your	piece	with	a	compelling	ending	that	leaves	a	lasting	impression	on	the	reader.	Opinion	pieces	and	editorials	should	be
written	in	a	clear	and	concise	manner.	Avoid	using	jargon	or	overly	complex	language	that	may	alienate	your	readers.	Instead,	opt	for	simple	and	impactful	language	that	effectively	communicates	your	ideas.	To	strengthen	your	argument,	its	essential	to	back	up	your	claims	with	compelling	evidence.	Use	statistics,	research	findings,	and	expert
opinions	to	support	your	viewpoints.	This	will	add	credibility	to	your	piece	and	make	it	more	persuasive.	Opinion	pieces	and	editorials	are	meant	to	engage	and	provoke	thought	in	readers.	Consider	your	target	audience	and	tailor	your	writing	style	accordingly.	Use	rhetorical	questions,	anecdotes,	or	personal	experiences	to	captivate	your	readers	and
invite	them	to	think	critically	about	the	topic.	After	completing	your	initial	draft,	take	the	time	to	edit	and	revise	your	opinion	piece	or	editorial.	Check	for	grammatical	errors,	clarity	of	ideas,	and	overall	coherence.	Consider	seeking	feedback	from	peers	or	mentors	to	gain	valuable	insights	and	improve	your	writing.	Once	you	are	satisfied	with	your
final	draft,	its	time	to	submit	your	opinion	piece	or	editorial	to	relevant	platforms.	Consider	pitching	your	article	to	newspapers,	magazines,	or	online	publications	that	align	with	your	chosen	topic.	Additionally,	consider	publishing	your	work	on	personal	blogs	or	social	media	platforms	to	reach	a	wider	audience.	Opinion	pieces	and	editorials	are
powerful	tools	for	shaping	public	discourse	and	influencing	opinions.	By	following	this	writing	guide,	you	will	be	well-equipped	to	craft	compelling	and	impactful	pieces	that	resonate	with	readers.	Remember,	the	key	to	success	lies	in	thorough	research,	clear	argumentation,	and	engaging	storytelling.	Happy	writing!	Writing	opinion	pieces	and
editorials	can	be	a	powerful	way	to	express	your	perspectives	and	influence	public	opinion.	Here	are	the	key	takeaways	from	this	writing	guide:	Choose	a	relevant	and	engaging	topic	that	captivates	your	readers	and	sparks	their	curiosity.Conduct	thorough	research	to	gather	information	from	reliable	sources,	building	a	strong	foundation	for	your
argument.Understand	different	perspectives	on	the	topic	to	present	a	balanced	argument	and	avoid	appearing	biased.Develop	a	clear	and	persuasive	thesis	statement	that	captures	the	essence	of	your	viewpoint.Structure	your	piece	effectively	with	an	attention-grabbing	introduction,	well-developed	body	paragraphs,	and	a	compelling	ending.Use
clear	and	concise	language,	avoiding	jargon	and	complex	terms	that	may	alienate	your	readers.Incorporate	compelling	evidence,	such	as	statistics	and	expert	opinions,	to	strengthen	your	argument.Engage	with	your	audience	by	tailoring	your	writing	style	to	resonate	with	them	and	using	rhetorical	questions	or	personal	anecdotes.Edit	and	revise	your
work	to	ensure	clarity	of	ideas,	coherence,	and	grammatical	accuracy.Submit	your	opinion	piece	or	editorial	to	appropriate	platforms,	such	as	newspapers,	magazines,	or	personal	blogs,	to	reach	a	wider	audience.	To	further	enhance	your	writing	skills	and	gain	valuable	insights	into	the	world	of	modern	journalism,	consider	enrolling	in	the	NYU	|
Modern	Journalism	online	course	and	certificate	program	offered	by	Yellowbrick.	This	program	provides	a	comprehensive	curriculum	designed	to	equip	you	with	the	knowledge	and	skills	needed	to	excel	in	the	field	of	journalism.	Remember,	writing	opinion	pieces	and	editorials	is	not	only	about	expressing	your	own	views	but	also	about	engaging	with
your	readers	and	influencing	public	discourse.	With	practice	and	dedication,	you	can	become	a	persuasive	and	impactful	writer	in	the	world	of	journalism.	Opinion	piece	articles	are	a	good	way	to	get	your	research	into	the	public	domain.	Here	are	some	tips	on	how	to	write.	An	opinion	piece	is	an	article,	usually	around	800-900	words,	that	presents	an
opinion	and	builds	an	argument	for	something	to	be	done.	It	is	NOT	a	report	about	research,	but	an	informed	opinion	about	the	implications	of	research	for	action.	Opinion	piece	articles	are	sometimes	called	Op-ed	articles.	This	means	Opposite	the	Editorial	page	where	opinion	pieces	usually	placed	in	broadsheet	newspapers.	The	articles	published	by
The	Conversation	and	Croakey	are	generally	opinion	pieces.	Opinion	pieces	are	a	good	way	of	getting	exposure	when	your	research	may	not	warrant	a	journalists	attention	as	a	news	story.	They	position	you	as	the	expert	with	an	opinion	backed	by	your	research.	They	are	useful	for	advocacy	and	to	disseminate	research	to	a	broad	audience.	While
opinion	pieces	are	not	news,	they	are	generally	newsworthy.	That	is,	they	respond	to	or	comment	on	something	that	is	of	general	interest	at	the	time.	Before	you	write:	Read	up	on	how	this	issue	has	been	covered	in	the	media	recently.	Think	about	who	you	will	pitch	to	is	this	the	kind	of	story	they	cover?	Would	it	work	for	their	audience?	Do	a	quick
keyword	search	of	their	website	to	see	what	they	have	run	on	this	issue	before.	Ask	yourself	what	is	new	or	interesting	about	what	youre	going	to	write.	What	will	you	say	that	no-one	else	has	said	before?	What	insights	might	be	interesting	to	the	public?	Ask	yourself	whether	this	article	matters	to	a	wider	audience	and	why	now?	Based	on	your
research	and	your	expertise,	what	do	you	believe	about	this	issue?	Is	there	something	you	want	to	advocate	for?	Or	an	angle	on	a	topic	that	you	would	like	to	impart?	Think	about	the	one	thing	that	this	article	is	trying	to	say.	If	someone	asked	you	so	what	how	would	you	answer	in	one	sentence?	Then	think	about	how	you	will	make	that	argument.
Write	down	each	point,	making	sure	you	cover	the	who,	how,	why,	when	and	what.	Stick	to	a	single	theme	or	argument.	Order	the	points	logically.	The	purpose	of	the	first	sentence/paragraph	is	to	grab	the	readers	attention	and	compel	them	to	read	more.Good	opinion	pieces	often	start	with	a	short,	sharp	statement.	Sometimes	they	might	start	with	a
story	or	human	case	study.	Or	they	might	start	with	something	that	is	new,	relevant	or	surprising.	You	can	use	your	own	experiences	if	you	like.Be	as	compelling	as	possible.	Would	you	click?	I	remember	the	first	time	I	turned	up	to	a	parkrun	in	Sydney	in	2014,	with	butterflies	in	my	stomach.	A	colleague	had	persuaded	me	to	go	along	to	one	of	the
weekly	5km	community	runs	in	open,	green	spaces	but,	even	as	a	regular	jogger,	I	was	nervous	I	would	come	last.	(From	the	Prevention	Centre).	The	empty	shelves	in	the	supermarkets	are	a	stark	reminder	of	the	potential	of	climate	change	to	impact	our	food	supply.	(From	Croakey)	In	politics,	as	in	life,	there	are	always	colliding	truths.	There	is	no
legal	reason	or	historical	precedent	for	the	Indigenous	Voice	to	Parliament	referendum	to	be	a	detailed	proposal.	The	reverse	is	true.	Referendums	pose	simple	questions	and	parliaments	take	care	of	the	detail.	(From	smh.com.au)	Once	you	have	grabbed	the	readers	attention,	explain	the	context.	What	is	this	article	adding	to	the	debate,	and	why
should	readers	continue?	Now	elaborate	on	your	dot	points.	Use	examples	and	description	to	bring	colour	and	interest	to	what	you	write.	Put	in	plenty	of	statistics	and	references	to	research	(hyperlinked	rather	than	endnotes)	to	back	up	your	argument.	Put	the	most	important	information	higher	up	as	people	often	dont	finish	the	whole	article.	Make
sure	there	is	a	call	to	action	what	you	would	like	people	to	do,	how	they	should	act	or	what	should	they	change	as	a	result	of	your	argument?	Try	to	link	paragraphs	(the	end	of	one	paragraph	leads	into	the	start	of	the	next)	so	the	article	reads	as	a	coherent	argument.	The	final	paragraph	is	often	a	call	to	action,	above.Or	it	could	be	a	conclusion	that
provides	a	summary	referencing	the	issue	you	began	with	and	paints	a	positive	picture	of	how	the	world	would	improve	if	your	advice	were	followed.The	aim	is	to	leave	the	reader	satisfied	that	you	have	answered	the	issue,	and	that	they	know	what	to	do	with	this	information.	Indeed,	maternal	obesity	is	a	societal	issue	that	we	must	all	tackle	with	a
shared	vision	to	protect	womens	health	during	pregnancy	and	the	health	of	their	children,	our	next	generation.	(From	MJA	Insight+)	We	all	deserve	to	live	and	work	in	places	that	intrinsically	support,	rather	than	detract	from,	healthy	choices	and	behaviours,	and	therefore	our	health	itself.	(From	The	Conversation)	These	measures	to	provide
sustainable	and	attractive	career	opportunities	will	ensure	a	pipeline	of	trained	public	health	researchers	and	the	prioritisation	of	public	health	for	the	good	of	all	in	Australia.	(From	Croakey)	Write	how	you	speak.	The	more	conversational,	the	better.	Use	plain	English	do	not	use	jargon.	Try	and	simplify	every	word	you	use.	The	Conversation	asks
authors	to	write	as	if	speaking	to	an	educated	16	year-old.	For	other	media,	that	should	be	a	12	year-old.	Explain	complex	ideas	as	you	would	in	a	conversation	with	a	non-expert.	Different	media	outlets	have	different	requirements	for	pitches.	In	general,	in	your	pitch	you	should:	Here	are	some	opinion	piece	examples	for	students,	researchers	and
health	system	professionals	who	are	writing	for	a	policy	audience.	Articles	published	by	The	Conversation	and	Croakey	are	generally	opinion	pieces	A	Centre	for	Disease	Prevention	and	Control	lets	work	together	to	be	clear	on	the	problems	it	must	solve,	Intouch	Creating	systems	of	leadership	in	prevention	research,	Intouch	Public	Health	Systemic
approaches	needed	to	address	wide-ranging	inequities	affecting	womens	health,	Croakey	What	if	we	had	a	health	star	rating	to	protect	the	planet?,	Croakey	As	symposium	spotlights	public	health	workforce	concerns,	young	researchers	call	for	action,	Croakey	Language	matters:	pregnancy	and	overweight	or	obesity,	InSight	Detail	isnt	needed	to	vote
on	the	Voice,	but	explaining	these	four	things	wouldnt	hurt,	The	Sydney	Morning	Herald	Are	you	living	in	a	food	desert?	These	maps	suggest	it	can	make	a	big	difference	to	your	health,	The	Conversation	The	Collaboration	for	Enhanced	Research	Impact	(CERI)	is	a	joint	initiative	between	the	Prevention	Centre	and	several	NHMRC	Centres	of
Research	Excellence,	established	in	June	2020	to	enhance	the	profile	and	impact	of	chronic	disease	prevention	in	Australia.	We	are	working	together	to	find	alignment	in	the	policy	and	practice	implications	of	our	work	and	to	develop	shared	communications	across	our	various	projects	and	participating	centres.	More	resources	Resource	category:
Factsheets	Resource	category:	Reports	Resource	category:	Knowledge	Syntheses	Download	Article	Download	Article	Opinion	articles	are	sometimes	called	"op-eds,"	and	these	articles	allow	readers	of	a	newspaper	to	voice	their	thoughts	and	ideas	on	topics	ranging	from	local	happenings	to	international	controversy.	People	often	write	opinion	articles
about	politics,	current	events,	and	public	affairs.	Most	opinion	articles	are	about	750	words	long,	with	a	professional	tone.	If	you	want	to	try	your	hand	at	writing	an	op-ed,	you	can	learn	to	choose	a	compelling	topic,	write	an	effective	draft,	and	finish	off	your	op-ed	like	a	professional	editor.	1Be	timely.	Your	op-ed	should	discuss	a	topic	that	relates	to
current	events,	trends,	or	opinions	of	others.	Timeliness	is	absolutely	essential	when	it	comes	to	submitting	op-eds	to	newspapers.	Newsroom	editors	are	going	to	be	much	more	interested	in	a	piece	that	relates	to	an	ongoing	debate	or	discusses	an	event	that	just	happened,	rather	than	a	piece	that	focuses	on	something	that	happened	a	few	months
ago.[1]Scour	the	paper	for	compelling	topics	to	respond	to.	If	your	op-ed	piggybacks	on	work	the	newspaper	published	recently,	your	piece	is	instantly	more	interesting	to	the	editors	and	will	have	more	of	a	chance	of	getting	published,	if	you	want	to	submit	it.If	your	local	library	is	slated	to	close	in	the	next	week,	you	could	write	an	op-ed	about	the
merits	of	the	library	and	why	it	is	an	absolutely	essential	part	of	your	community.	2Pick	a	topic	you're	passionate	about.	Opinion	articles	need	to	contain	a	really	strong	opinion.	If	you	arent	passionate	about	the	topic	youve	picked,	you	should	probably	consider	picking	a	different	topic.	When	youve	settled	on	something	that	you	have	an	opinion	about,
boil	your	argument	down	to	its	simplest	form.	Try	to	make	one	single	point	clearly	in	one	or	two	sentences.	If	you	can	do	this,	you've	got	a	good	topic	for	an	opinion	piece.[2]Lets	continue	on	with	the	library	example.	Your	argument	could	be:	The	library	is	historically	a	hub	of	learning	and	community.	It	should	not	be	closed	so	that	a	fast	food
restaurant	can	be	built	on	the	site.	Advertisement	3Pick	a	topic	you're	knowledgeable	about.	In	order	to	be	persuasive,	you	will	have	to	know	what	you	are	talking	about.	In	order	to	really	know	what	you	are	talking	about,	youre	going	to	need	to	do	some	research.	Op-eds	that	are	filled	with	valid,	fact-based	points	that	support	your	argument	are	much
stronger	than	op-eds	that	only	state	your	point	of	view.	Run	internet	searches,	look	through	archives,	talk	to	people	directly	involved,	and	organize	your	own	first-hand	information.[3]Why	is	the	library	closing?	What	is	the	history	of	the	library?	How	many	people	check-out	books	from	the	library	each	day?	What	activities	go	on	in	the	library	each	day?
What	community	events	are	hosted	in	the	library?Keep	in	mind	that	you're	more	likely	to	get	your	article	published	if	your	background	and	credentials	show	that	you	are	knowledgeable	about	the	topic.	It's	best	to	pick	a	topic	that	relates	to	your	personal	and	educational	background,	as	well	as	your	work	expertise.4Pick	a	topic	that's	complicated.
Good	op-eds	shouldn't	be	open	and	shut	cases	that	are	easily	proven	or	disproven.	There's	no	reason	to	read	an	opinion	about	something	that's	obvious,	like	whether	or	not	heroin	is	healthy.	Whether	or	not	heroin	addicts	should	be	treated	or	incarcerated?	That's	more	controversial.	List	out	the	different	facets	and	main	ideas	of	an	argument	to	make
sure	it's	complicated	enough	to	warrant	an	op-ed.	For	the	library	piece,	your	outline	might	be	something	like:The	library	is	a	beacon	of	learning	and	togetherness	in	a	town	that	lacks	a	community	center	and	only	has	one	small	all-grades	school.You	might	have	a	personal	connection	to	the	library	and	could	incorporate	a	personal	story	that	also	brings
in	the	present-day	events	and	community	activities.Explore	possible	alternatives	to	closing	the	library,	how	the	community	can	keep	the	library	open.	Include	suggestions	for	the	local	city	planners.	Advertisement	1Get	straight	to	the	point.	Unlike	essays,	op-eds	put	the	argument	right	out	there	in	the	first	couple	of	lines.	From	there,	organize	your
arguing	points,	make	the	reader	care	about	your	cause,	and	sum	up	what	you	think	should	be	done	about	the	topic.[4]	Try	something	like	this:"In	the	winters	of	my	youth,	when	days	were	short	and	walking	was	done	in	bundled	layers,	my	sister	and	I	would	make	the	short	trek	to	the	library.	Afternoons	were	spent	in	art	classes,	and	among	the
bookshelves	of	that	historic	building.	Sadly,	next	month	the	library	is	slated	to	meet	the	same	fate	as	many	of	our	other	now-closed	community	buildings.	For	me,	this	is	the	last	straw."2Use	colorful	details	and	examples	to	keep	the	reader	attentive.	Readers	tend	to	remember	interesting	details	rather	than	dry	facts.	While	your	op-ed	should	not
completely	dismiss	solid	facts,	use	bright	and	fascinating	details	to	make	sure	your	op-ed	lingers	in	your	readers	mind.	Give	real	examples	to	make	the	reader	see	that	this	is	a	topic	worth	reading	about	and	remembering.[5]The	library	op-ed	might	draw	on	details	like	the	fact	that	the	library	was	founded	by	President	Wilson	because	he	felt	the	town
needed	a	place	to	read	and	discuss.	You	might	discuss	a	specific	librarian	who	has	worked	there	for	60	years	and	has	read	every	book	of	fiction	in	the	collection.3Show	the	readers	why	they	should	care.	If	readers	feel	like	the	topic	you	are	writing	about	doesnt	actually	affect	them,	they	will	be	less	likely	to	read	your	op-ed.	Make	it	personal	for	your
readers.	Explain	why	your	topic,	and	the	recommendations	you	suggest	about	your	topic,	will	affect	your	readers	lives.[6]	For	example:The	closing	of	the	library	will	displace	130,000	books	and	movies,	forcing	citizens	of	the	town	to	travel	40	miles	(64km)	to	the	next	nearest	library,	bookstore,	or	movie	rental	business.	Readers	children	will	have
access	to	half	as	many	books,	as	the	school	always	sends	the	kids	to	the	library	to	rent	their	textbooks	for	the	year.	Etc.4Make	it	personal.	This	means	using	your	own	voice	to	convey	your	message,	and	giving	personal	examples	that	will	drive	home	your	point.	Reveal	your	humanity	through	your	writing	to	make	your	readers	engage	with	you	by
reading	your	op-ed.	Show	them	that	you	are	a	real	person	who	feels	really	strongly	about	this	topic.[7]To	continue	the	library	example:	You	might	use	a	personal	story	about	how	the	first	book	you	ever	read	from	cover	to	cover	was	in	that	library;	or	how	you	developed	a	relationship	with	the	old	lady	who	runs	the	check-out	counter;	or	how	the	library
was	your	refuge	from	your	bad	living	situation.5Avoid	using	passive	voice	and	jargon.	Your	op-ed	is	calling	your	readers	to	become	informed	on	the	topic	and	do	something	about,	not	asking	them	to	consider	trying	to	think	about	the	topic.	Use	active	voice	when	you	write.	Also	keep	in	mind	that	you	dont	want	to	scare	away	readers	with	technical
jargon	that	could	come	across	as	pretentious	or	just	plain	confusing.[8]Example	of	passive	voice:	It	is	hoped	that	the	local	government	will	reconsider	its	plans	to	close	the	library.Example	of	active	voice:	I	hope	that	the	local	government	sees	what	this	wonderful	library	means	to	the	community,	and	will	reconsider	its	horrible	decision	to	close	this	hub
of	learning	and	community-building.6Plan	ahead	and	ask	the	library	director	if	you	can	schedule	a	meeting	at	the	library.	Select	a	date	and	time	and	have	flyers	printed	inviting	the	community	to	discuss	the	future	of	the	library.	You	could	also	invite	a	reporter	to	record	people's	opinions	and	have	photos	taken	to	bring	awareness.7It	is	important	to
acknowledge	those	that	argue	against	your	opinion.	Doing	so	will	make	your	piece	seem	more	appealing	and	respectful	(even	if	you	feel	like	the	other	side	is	comprised	of	idiots).	Acknowledge	the	ways	in	which	your	opposition	is	correct.	For	example:To	be	sure,	those	that	wish	to	close	the	library	down	are	correct	in	thinking	that	our	local	economy	is
struggling.	Businesses	are	closing	left	and	right	because	people	are	not	buying	their	goods.	But	to	think	that	closing	the	library	will	solve	the	problem	of	our	economy	is	surely	a	misguided	notion.8Provide	a	solution	to	the	problem.	An	op-ed	that	simply	rants	and	does	not	recommend	solutions	(or	at	least	steps	towards	a	solution)	is	less	likely	to	be
published	than	an	op-ed	that	finds	alternatives	and	solutions.	This	is	where	you	get	to	discuss	the	improvements	and	other	steps	you	think	involved	parties	can	take	to	reach	what	you	believe	to	be	the	best	outcome.For	example:	If	we	come	together	as	a	community,	there	is	a	serious	chance	that	we	can	save	our	library.	Through	fundraising	and
petitioning,	I	think	it	will	become	clear	to	the	local	government	that	they	need	to	reconsider	the	closing	of	this	historical	and	vibrant	library.	If	the	government	were	to	instead	allocate	some	of	the	funds	they	are	planning	on	pouring	into	the	new	mega-mall	to	the	upkeep	of	the	library,	this	beautiful	landmark	would	not	have	to	close.	Advertisement
1Finish	strong.	To	round	off	your	op-ed,	youll	need	a	solid	final	paragraph	to	reiterate	your	argument	and	bring	your	piece	to	a	good	conclusion	that	will	remain	with	the	reader	after	they	have	put	down	the	paper.[9]	For	example:Make	sure	your	final	sentences	include	specific	actions	the	reader	can	take	after	finishing	your	article.Our	towns	library	is
not	only	a	house	for	the	brilliant	works	of	authors	from	around	the	world,	but	it	is	also	a	place	where	the	community	can	come	together	to	learn,	discuss,	appreciate,	and	inspire.	If	the	library	closes	as	planned,	our	community	will	lose	a	beautiful	testament	to	our	towns	history,	and	a	hub	for	the	curious	minds	of	our	young	and	old	alike.	As	a
community,	we	must	come	together	to	save	our	library.	Do	your	part	by	calling	your	city	council	representative,	donating	to	the	library,	and	joining	Friends	of	the	Library.2Keep	word	count	in	mind.	In	general,	keep	your	sentences	and	paragraphs	short	and	sweet.	In	general,	you	will	want	to	rely	on	short	and	simple	declarative	sentences	to	get	your
point	across	in	your	op-ed.	Each	newspaper	is	different,	but	most	have	a	maximum	word	count	of	750	that	you	cannot	exceed	in	your	op-ed.[10]Newspapers	will	almost	always	edit,	but	will	usually	preserve	the	voice,	style,	and	viewpoint	of	your	piece.	This	doesnt	mean,	however,	that	you	can	send	a	lengthy	piece	and	count	on	them	to	cut	it	down	to
their	liking.	Papers	will	often	skip	over	a	piece	that	does	not	generally	correspond	to	their	specified	word	count.3Dont	spend	your	time	worrying	over	your	headline.	Newspapers	will	create	a	headline	for	your	op-ed,	regardless	of	whether	or	not	you	send	one	along	with	your	piece.	Because	of	this,	there	is	no	need	to	spend	much	time	worrying	about
your	headline.4Check	your	facts.	You	should	submit	a	short	bio	about	yourself	that	links	you	to	the	topic	you	are	writing	about	and	builds	your	credibility.	You	should	also	add	your	phone	number,	email	address,	and	mailing	address.[11]Example	of	brief	bio-related	to	library	op-ed:	John	Smith	is	an	avid	reader	with	a	PhD	in	Creative	Writing	and
Political	Science.	He	has	lived	in	Library	town,	MA	his	entire	life.5Offer	up	any	graphics	you	might	have.	Historically,	op-ed	pages	had	very	few	pictures.	Now,	with	newspapers	turning	into	online	publications,	photos,	videos,	and	other	media	that	go	along	with	your	op-ed	are	widely	accepted.	In	your	initial	email,	mention	that	you	have	graphics	that
go	along	with	your	op-ed	or	scan	them	in	and	send	them	along	with	your	piece.6Check	with	the	newspaper	for	submission	guidelines.	Each	newspaper	will	have	its	own	requirements	and	guidelines	for	how	to	submit	your	work	and	what	information	you	should	send	along	with	it.	Check	the	newspapers	website	or,	if	you	have	a	hard	copy,	look	for
submission	information	on	the	Opinions	page.	More	often	than	not,	you	will	submit	your	op-ed	to	an	email	address.[12]7Follow	up.	Dont	be	discouraged	if	you	dont	hear	back	from	the	paper	immediately.	Make	sure	that	you	send	a	follow-up	email	or	place	a	follow-up	call	within	a	week	of	sending	off	your	piece.	Editorial	Page	editors	are	notoriously
busy	and,	if	they	received	your	letter	at	an	inopportune	time,	they	may	have	missed	it.	Calling	or	emailing	also	gives	you	the	chance	to	establish	contact	with	the	editor,	giving	you	a	leg	up	on	the	competition.	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	Are	opinion	articles	same	to	editorials?	Emily	Listmann,	MA	Academic	Tutor	and	Life	CoachEmily
Listmann	is	a	Private	Tutor	and	Life	Coach	in	Santa	Cruz,	California.	In	2018,	she	founded	Mindful	&	Well,	a	natural	healing	and	wellness	coaching	service.	She	has	worked	as	a	Social	Studies	Teacher,	Curriculum	Coordinator,	and	an	SAT	Prep	Teacher.	She	received	her	MA	in	Education	from	the	Stanford	Graduate	School	of	Education	in	2014.	Emily
also	received	her	Wellness	Coach	Certificate	from	Cornell	University	and	completed	the	Mindfulness	Training	by	Mindful	Schools.	This	is	a	great	question!	Although	many	people	believe	"op-ed"	stands	for	"opinion	editorial,"	it	actually	means	"opposite	the	editorial	page."	Opinion	articles	are	usually	published	on	the	same	page	as	the	editorials,	but
they	aren't	written	by	the	editorial	staff.	Question	How	can	my	work	look	like	it	was	done	by	an	expert	even	though	I	am	really	new	to	writing	opinions	in	newspapers?	Are	there	techniques?	Staying	on	topic,	being	brief,	and	editing	thoroughly	will	give	your	work	a	professional	feel.	Inexperienced	writers	tend	to	flower	their	prose	and	ramble.	Don't	do
that.	Have	something	to	say,	and	say	it	simply.	Question	What	could	some	interesting	topics	for	an	opinion	article	be?	It	all	depends	on	you	as	a	person,	because	you	must	be	passionate	about	it	and	knowledgeable.	It	should	also	be	complicated.	Perhaps	a	recent	topic	in	the	news?	Or	an	event	that	happened	to	you?	Or	a	hobby?	Ask	a	Question
Advertisement	Thanks	Thanks	Advertisement	Co-authored	by:	Academic	Tutor	and	Life	Coach	This	article	was	co-authored	by	Emily	Listmann,	MA.	Emily	Listmann	is	a	Private	Tutor	and	Life	Coach	in	Santa	Cruz,	California.	In	2018,	she	founded	Mindful	&	Well,	a	natural	healing	and	wellness	coaching	service.	She	has	worked	as	a	Social	Studies
Teacher,	Curriculum	Coordinator,	and	an	SAT	Prep	Teacher.	She	received	her	MA	in	Education	from	the	Stanford	Graduate	School	of	Education	in	2014.	Emily	also	received	her	Wellness	Coach	Certificate	from	Cornell	University	and	completed	the	Mindfulness	Training	by	Mindful	Schools.	This	article	has	been	viewed	443,726	times.	Co-authors:	31
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Share	your	story	What	is	Opinion	Journalism	Opinion	journalism	is	a	form	of	journalism	that	is	distinguished	by	the	subjective	views	and	personal	opinions	of	the	writer,	rather	than	the	objective	reporting	of	facts.	Unlike	traditional	news	journalism,	which	strives	for	neutrality	and	impartiality,	opinion	journalism	openly	embraces	a	particular
viewpoint,	aiming	to	persuade,	inform,	or	provoke	thought	among	its	audience.	This	genre	includes	editorials,	columns,	op-eds,	and	personal	essays.	Role	and	Importance	of	Opinion	Journalism	Opinion	journalism	serves	several	key	functions	in	the	media	landscape:	Stimulating	Public	Discourse:	By	presenting	a	range	of	viewpoints,	opinion	journalism
encourages	public	debate	and	discussion.	This	is	crucial	in	a	democratic	society	where	diverse	opinions	contribute	to	a	well-rounded	understanding	of	issues.	Advocating	for	Change:	Opinion	pieces	can	spotlight	social,	political,	and	economic	issues,	advocating	for	change	and	influencing	public	policy.	Writers	often	use	their	platform	to	champion
causes	and	bring	attention	to	underreported	topics.	Interpreting	News:	While	news	journalism	focuses	on	delivering	facts,	opinion	journalism	provides	context,	interpretation,	and	analysis,	helping	readers	make	sense	of	complex	issues.	Reflecting	Community	Values:	Opinion	journalism	often	reflects	the	values	and	concerns	of	its	readership.	It
provides	a	space	for	community	voices,	allowing	readers	to	see	their	perspectives	represented	in	mainstream	media.	Characteristics	of	Opinion	Journalism	Opinion	journalism	is	characterized	by	several	distinctive	features:	Subjectivity:	Unlike	objective	news	reporting,	opinion	journalism	is	inherently	subjective.	Writers	express	their	personal
viewpoints,	backed	by	evidence	and	logical	reasoning.	Persuasive	Language:	The	goal	is	often	to	persuade	the	audience	to	adopt	a	particular	stance	or	consider	an	issue	from	a	different	perspective.	This	involves	using	rhetorical	devices	and	persuasive	language.	First-Person	Perspective:	Many	opinion	pieces	are	written	in	the	first	person,	creating	a
more	intimate	and	direct	connection	with	the	reader.	Evidence-Based	Arguments:	While	opinion	journalism	is	subjective,	it	still	relies	on	facts	and	evidence	to	support	arguments.	Effective	opinion	pieces	balance	personal	views	with	factual	accuracy.	Engagement	with	Readers:	Opinion	journalism	often	aims	to	engage	readers	emotionally,	encouraging
them	to	reflect	on	their	beliefs	and	consider	new	viewpoints.	Types	of	Opinion	Journalism	There	are	several	forms	of	opinion	journalism,	each	serving	a	unique	purpose:	Editorials:	Written	by	the	editorial	board	of	a	publication,	editorials	represent	the	collective	opinion	of	the	organization.	They	address	significant	issues	and	are	intended	to	reflect	the
publication's	stance.	Columns:	Regular	features	written	by	the	same	author,	columns	provide	personal	insights	on	various	topics.	Columnists	often	build	a	loyal	following	of	readers	who	value	their	perspective.	Op-Eds:	Short	for	"opposite	the	editorial	page,"	op-eds	are	guest	contributions	that	offer	diverse	viewpoints	on	current	issues.	They	provide	a
platform	for	voices	outside	the	publication's	staff.	Reviews:	Reviews	of	books,	movies,	restaurants,	and	other	cultural	products	are	a	form	of	opinion	journalism.	They	offer	critical	assessments	and	personal	reactions,	helping	readers	make	informed	choices.	The	Evolution	of	Opinion	Journalism	Opinion	journalism	has	evolved	significantly	with	the	rise
of	digital	media.	The	internet	has	democratized	the	field,	allowing	anyone	with	an	internet	connection	to	share	their	views	through	blogs,	social	media,	and	online	publications.	This	has	led	to	a	proliferation	of	voices	and	viewpoints,	both	enriching	the	discourse	and	creating	challenges	in	discerning	credible	sources.	Ethical	Considerations	While
opinion	journalism	is	subjective,	it	still	adheres	to	ethical	standards.	Writers	are	expected	to:	Disclose	Conflicts	of	Interest:	Transparency	about	any	potential	biases	or	conflicts	of	interest	is	crucial.	Maintain	Respectful	Discourse:	Engaging	in	respectful	and	constructive	dialogue,	even	when	presenting	strong	opinions,	is	important.	Base	Opinions	on
Facts:	Opinions	should	be	grounded	in	factual	information,	and	writers	should	avoid	spreading	misinformation.	Conclusion	Opinion	journalism	is	a	vital	component	of	the	media	ecosystem,	offering	insight,	advocacy,	and	interpretation	that	enrich	public	discourse.	By	presenting	diverse	viewpoints,	it	challenges	readers	to	think	critically	and	engage
with	the	world	around	them.	In	an	era	of	information	overload,	the	value	of	well-crafted,	ethical	opinion	journalism	is	more	significant	than	ever.	Also	read:	Important	Types	of	Beats	in	Journalism	17	Jun	2024	Post	by	:	NIMCJ	In	todays	media	landscape,	where	headlines	often	dominate	the	news	cycle,	opinion	articles	serve	as	an	essential	component	of
journalism,	offering	readers	an	opportunity	to	explore	various	perspectives	on	current	issues.	Unlike	straightforward	news	reports	that	focus	on	facts,	opinion	journalism	delves	deeper	into	the	nuances	of	societal	matters,	policies,	and	trends,	providing	diverse	viewpoints	to	engage	readers	in	meaningful	discourse.	This	blog	explores	the	world	of
opinion	journalism,	examining	the	role	of	opinion	articles	in	shaping	public	discourse,	the	types	of	opinion	pieces,	and	how	they	contribute	to	a	more	informed	and	pluralistic	society.Table	of	ContentsOpinion	journalism	is	a	form	of	journalistic	writing	where	writers	express	their	individual	views	on	a	particular	subject.	These	articles	are	distinct	from
news	reports,	which	aim	to	be	neutral	and	objective.	Opinion	pieces,	on	the	other	hand,	reflect	the	authors	personal	perspective,	and	they	are	typically	written	to	provoke	thought,	stimulate	discussion,	or	advocate	for	change.	By	presenting	subjective	viewpoints,	opinion	articles	encourage	readers	to	engage	critically	with	the	issues	at	hand.While
opinion	articles	offer	a	platform	for	personal	expression,	they	are	also	rooted	in	facts	and	research.	Writers	often	back	up	their	viewpoints	with	evidence,	expert	opinions,	or	statistical	data	to	make	their	arguments	more	credible.	This	combination	of	subjectivity	and	factual	backing	distinguishes	opinion	journalism	from	pure	commentary,	ensuring	that
these	pieces	contribute	to	informed	debates	rather	than	just	offering	biased	rants.The	difference	between	opinion	articles	and	editorials	One	of	the	most	common	points	of	confusion	in	opinion	journalism	is	the	distinction	between	opinion	articles	and	editorials.	Both	types	of	writing	allow	for	individual	viewpoints,	but	they	serve	different	purposes	and
come	from	different	perspectives:Opinion	articles:	These	are	typically	written	by	external	contributors,	such	as	columnists,	subject	matter	experts,	or	guest	writers.	They	may	reflect	the	authors	personal	opinion,	which	may	or	may	not	align	with	the	publications	editorial	stance.	Opinion	articles	can	cover	a	broad	range	of	topics,	including	politics,
social	issues,	and	culture.Editorials:	Editorials,	on	the	other	hand,	represent	the	collective	voice	of	the	publication	or	editorial	board.	These	pieces	are	written	by	the	editorial	team	and	reflect	the	publications	official	stance	on	an	issue.	Editorials	are	typically	more	formal	and	are	meant	to	express	the	publications	position	on	important	matters,	such	as
national	policies	or	current	events.While	opinion	articles	are	individual	viewpoints,	editorials	embody	the	stance	of	the	newspaper	or	magazine	as	a	whole.	Both	serve	to	inform	and	engage	the	public,	but	opinion	articles	offer	a	wider	range	of	perspectives,	giving	readers	a	broader	view	of	a	topic.Types	of	opinion	articles	Opinion	journalism	is	a
versatile	field	that	includes	a	variety	of	different	formats.	Each	type	serves	a	unique	purpose,	allowing	for	flexibility	in	how	issues	are	discussed	and	debated.	Lets	explore	some	of	the	most	common	types	of	opinion	articles:Op-eds	One	of	the	most	well-known	forms	of	opinion	journalism	is	the	op-ed,	which	stands	for	opposite	the	editorial	page.
Traditionally,	op-eds	are	published	on	the	page	opposite	the	editorial	in	a	newspaper,	offering	an	alternative	viewpoint	to	the	editorials	stance.	Op-eds	are	typically	written	by	experts,	academics,	public	figures,	or	individuals	with	personal	experience	on	the	topic	at	hand.These	pieces	are	often	persuasive	and	are	designed	to	influence	public	opinion	or
policy.	For	example,	an	op-ed	might	address	a	controversial	law,	advocate	for	a	political	candidate,	or	comment	on	a	social	issue	like	climate	change.	Since	op-eds	are	typically	written	by	people	with	expertise	or	firsthand	experience,	they	are	often	highly	credible	and	are	a	vital	part	of	public	discourse.Open	letters	Open	letters	are	a	unique	form	of
opinion	article	in	which	the	writer	addresses	a	specific	individual	or	group,	often	in	a	public,	open	format.	These	letters	can	be	directed	at	politicians,	corporate	leaders,	or	even	the	general	public,	and	they	are	intended	to	communicate	the	writers	perspective	on	an	issue	directly	to	the	target	audience.While	open	letters	are	personal	in	nature,	they
often	have	a	broad	appeal	and	aim	to	spark	widespread	discussion.	For	example,	an	open	letter	might	be	written	by	a	concerned	citizen	urging	a	politician	to	take	action	on	climate	change	or	a	group	of	activists	calling	for	policy	reforms.	Open	letters	are	powerful	tools	for	public	engagement,	as	they	provide	a	direct	channel	for	individuals	to	express
their	concerns	to	those	in	power.Persuasive	pieces	Persuasive	opinion	articles	are	written	with	the	intent	to	convince	the	reader	of	a	particular	viewpoint.	These	articles	often	present	a	clear	argument,	supported	by	logic,	evidence,	and	emotional	appeals,	to	persuade	readers	to	adopt	the	authors	perspective.	A	persuasive	opinion	piece	might	address
topics	such	as	healthcare	reform,	voting	rights,	or	gun	control,	offering	a	compelling	argument	in	favor	of	one	position.Unlike	the	more	reflective	nature	of	other	opinion	pieces,	persuasive	articles	are	usually	action-oriented.	The	author	aims	to	not	only	inform	the	reader	but	also	to	motivate	them	to	take	action,	whether	it	be	voting,	advocating	for
policy	changes,	or	changing	their	own	behavior.Advice	columns	Advice	columns,	also	known	as	advice	letters	or	problem-solver	columns,	are	a	specific	type	of	opinion	article	where	the	writer	provides	guidance	or	solutions	to	readers	facing	personal	challenges.	These	columns	often	feature	a	question	from	a	reader	seeking	advice	on	issues	such	as
relationships,	career	decisions,	or	personal	well-being.While	advice	columns	are	often	seen	as	lighter,	more	personal	pieces,	they	still	play	a	significant	role	in	shaping	public	discourse.	They	allow	for	discussions	about	societal	norms,	personal	values,	and	cultural	trends,	while	also	helping	individuals	navigate	the	complexities	of	modern	life.	Advice
columnists	typically	share	their	expertise,	experiences,	or	insights	to	offer	readers	practical	advice	and	emotional	support.Feature	columns	Feature	columns	are	in-depth	opinion	pieces	that	explore	a	particular	topic,	often	combining	personal	anecdotes,	research,	and	expert	opinions.	These	columns	may	cover	a	wide	range	of	subjects,	from	politics
and	social	issues	to	culture	and	entertainment.	Unlike	op-eds,	which	tend	to	focus	on	current	events,	feature	columns	can	be	more	reflective,	offering	a	long-term	perspective	on	an	issue.Feature	columns	are	usually	more	informal	and	engaging,	with	a	focus	on	storytelling.	The	writer	may	draw	on	their	own	experiences	or	observations	to	provide
context	and	depth	to	the	topic.	These	columns	serve	as	a	space	for	writers	to	explore	complex	issues	in	a	more	personal,	nuanced	way,	offering	readers	a	richer	understanding	of	the	topic	at	hand.The	role	of	opinion	journalism	in	public	discourse	Opinion	articles	play	a	crucial	role	in	shaping	public	discourse,	as	they	give	voice	to	diverse	viewpoints	on
issues	that	matter	most	to	society.	By	presenting	a	variety	of	perspectives,	opinion	journalism	encourages	readers	to	think	critically	about	the	world	around	them	and	to	engage	in	thoughtful	debates.	The	multiplicity	of	voices	in	opinion	pieces	contributes	to	a	more	informed,	nuanced,	and	democratic	society.Here	are	a	few	key	ways	that	opinion
journalism	influences	public	discourse:Fostering	debate:	Opinion	articles	create	a	space	for	public	debate,	allowing	readers	to	engage	with	different	viewpoints	and	challenge	their	own	beliefs.	In	this	way,	opinion	journalism	encourages	a	healthy	exchange	of	ideas	and	helps	the	public	better	understand	complex	issues.Highlighting	marginalized
voices:	Opinion	journalism	provides	a	platform	for	voices	that	may	otherwise	be	ignored	by	mainstream	media,	including	those	of	marginalized	communities,	activists,	and	independent	thinkers.	This	diversity	of	voices	enriches	public	discourse	and	ensures	that	a	variety	of	perspectives	are	heard.Encouraging	civic	participation:	Opinion	articles	often
aim	to	inspire	action,	whether	it	be	voting,	advocating	for	policy	change,	or	participating	in	community	initiatives.	By	presenting	arguments	for	or	against	specific	actions,	opinion	journalism	motivates	readers	to	get	involved	in	their	communities	and	make	their	voices	heard.Influencing	policy	and	social	change:	Opinion	pieces	can	have	a	significant
impact	on	public	policy	by	drawing	attention	to	important	issues	and	advocating	for	change.	Politicians	and	policymakers	often	read	opinion	articles	to	gauge	public	sentiment	and	adjust	their	positions	accordingly.	While	opinion	journalism	has	many	benefits,	it	also	faces	certain	challenges	and	ethical	concerns.	The	subjective	nature	of	opinion	pieces
means	that	they	are	vulnerable	to	bias,	and	it	is	essential	for	writers	to	maintain	credibility	by	grounding	their	arguments	in	facts	and	evidence.	Opinion	writers	must	also	be	mindful	of	the	potential	for	misinformation	or	harm,	particularly	when	discussing	sensitive	topics	like	politics,	health,	or	social	justice.One	of	the	biggest	ethical	challenges	in
opinion	journalism	is	the	potential	for	polarization.	As	opinion	pieces	often	reflect	strong	personal	views,	they	can	contribute	to	the	fragmentation	of	public	discourse,	where	readers	only	engage	with	viewpoints	that	align	with	their	own	beliefs.	This	can	deepen	societal	divisions	and	make	it	harder	for	individuals	to	find	common	ground.Another	ethical
issue	is	the	responsibility	of	publications	to	ensure	that	opinion	pieces	are	diverse	and	representative	of	different	viewpoints.	Media	outlets	must	strive	to	offer	a	range	of	perspectives,	ensuring	that	their	opinion	sections	are	inclusive	and	that	marginalized	voices	are	given	space	to	speak.What	do	you	think?	How	do	you	feel	about	the	role	of	opinion
journalism	in	fostering	public	debate?	Do	you	believe	it	has	a	positive	or	negative	impact	on	societal	discourse?	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as
long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your
contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable
exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	
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